1 September - 31 October 2020

12 Elul 5780 - 13 Cheshvan 5781

L’CHAYIM
The Newspaper of Southport and District Reform Synagogue
HIGH HOLY DAYS

Erev Rosh Hashanah 18th September
Rosh Hashanah 19th September
Erev Yom Kippur 27th September
Yom Kippur 28th September
Erev Sukkot 2nd October
Sukkot 3rd October
Erev Simchat Torah 9th October

Executive and Council
would like to wish all our
membership a happy
New Year for 5781, and
well over the fast.
We hope you will continue
to keep safe and
appreciate your safety is
paramount in our
thoughts as to when our
Synagogue can re-open
for services. We hope and
pray that the New Year
brings us some better
times.

Simchat Torah 10th October
Details of on-line services for HHD’s and the above are enclosed within.

Prepare for the High Holydays
with Rabbi Amanda Golby
Sunday 13th September 2020 at 2.00-3.30pm
Zoom® Meeting Study Session and Southport social (details shul office)

‘Why are these High Holydays
different from all other High Holydays?’
Rabbi Golby, we are certain will ensure, that this going to be the
case ! Do join on-line/phone this special session. (editors)
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Since we closed our physical doors in March, at the request of Reform Judaism,
and in response to your health considerations, we did so promising a week to
week reassessment, and review of the situation after the High Holy Days, always
having the foresight that this year’s High Holy Days were going to be particularly
difficult to safely have community prayers. The country is slowly returning to
‘normal’ and yet the news is full of a second wave and countries who were
declared virus-free have again locked down. Over the next month Reform Judaism
will be having further meetings with the Government and Public Health England
and doing their best to guide us in our next steps for opening your Synagogue. We
are not envisaging a physical opening for Shabbat services any time soon but do
want to ensure that we continue with a collective approach to services via Reform
Judaism, who have our thanks for their support and organisation of the smaller
synagogue communities, such as ourselves, as we are hardly the BBC!
Join the on-line service of your choice for High Holy Days services and
programming.
https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/synagogue-locator/
For other service streaming whilst our Synagogue is in lock down join:
https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/covid-19-information/synagogueservice-streaming/
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Click the link below !
On Facebook - There's a place for you at your local Reform Synagogue this Rosh HaShanah
On Twitter - There's a place for you at your local Reform Synagogue this Rosh HaShanah

RJ:TV

RJ:TV is Reform Judaism’s interactive
broadcasting platform for these challenging
times. Each day they will provide a range of
interactive programming that you are invited
to join – from daily prayer services and adult
learning sessions to fun for all ages and
casual catch-ups. We can still come together
virtually to share in learning and meaningful
interaction.
Click here :

RJ:TV Lunch and Learn – Fridays 12:30-1:30
A series of study sessions to nourish your mind and soul.

‘Join on-line’
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for the uninitiated
FREE TO JOIN

Zoom is a web conferencing platform that is commonly used for audio
and/or video conferencing.
You need a free account to start your own calls for up to 100 people; paid
versions can support up to 1,000 people.
You can make unlimited phone calls, hold unlimited meetings, and even
record both.
You can also use Zoom on your phone or cast it to your

television.
To start your own Zoom Meeting, you'll need a Zoom account, which you
can create for free. Go to the Zoom web site ( https://zoom.us ) and click
'Sign Up’ and follow the instructions. You will need your e-mail address.
Once signed up, you can sign in with facebook or your Google account,
Meetings are given in ID number, and may demand a password supplied
by the person(s) hosting the meeting.
Beware if you sign up for a paid account you may be charged monthly
without further notification!

If you need further help
in joining please contact me.

😃

Selwyn Goldthorpe. (editor)
Contact via shul if you don’t hav
my details.

NG

MI

HAPPY ZOO
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This Yom Kippur we ask your support for the following three good causes chosen
from a Council lottery of our community suggestions. Donations may be made directly
to the Synagogue.This year many charities are struggling to find support as lock down has
curtailed fund raising. PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY to these good causes:

The Trussell Trust
The Trussell Trust is working to stop UK hunger and poverty. Their network of
food banks provides emergency food and support to people in crisis, and
there are plenty of those since the Covid crisis! More than just food, food
banks in their network help people break free from poverty by providing
additional support to help people resolve the crises that they face.

Jewish Women’s Aid
Jewish Women’s Aid is the only specialist charity in the UK working with Jewish
women and their children aﬀected by domestic and sexual abuse. They run a holistic
service oﬀering casework, counselling, group work, helpline and children’s therapy
services, as well as school, campus, training and community awareness raising
programmes.There is an unprecedented demand for domestic abuse support
services during the coronavirus pandemic. The number of women they supported this
April alone increased by 27% compared with the last 3 years, and in April 2020 they
delivered 25% more hours in direct client work than in March. For the women and
children who need us, your support is needed more than ever.

The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
This charity prepares highly qualified guide dogs to serve and empower
individuals who are blind or have low vision. If you are blind or partially sighted,
a guide dog could change your life. The lifetime cost of a guide dog is about
£55000. They have about 8000 to support in the U.K. and are developing a
broader service to enable those aﬀected individuals to get out and about with
less diﬃculty, including support, research, and lobbying government.
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Sukkot and Simchat Torah
Usually straight after the High Holy days are finished we are
getting the Synagogue ready for Sukkot. We ring round and our
families with children are press-ganged into decorating the
sukkah and Phil Levene manages to bring round plenty of
greenery from his garden and his neighbours garden to give our
Sukkah the background for the additional decoration of fruit and
vegetables. Other people come and help and the children enjoy
helping with hanging fruit and vegetables. There is usually eats
of a baked potato meal. Sometimes we are finished just in time
to have our erev Sukkot service. People bring flowers and
baskets of fruit to decorate the bimah and the sukkah - a
celebration of the harvest time in the fields !
We then come to Simchat Torah when we usually honour a couple of our members by asking
them to come and help read the final passages of Deuteronomy and the the first passages of
Genesis as we complete our cycle of reading the Torah scrolls. Last year we had come to a
point with reduced member numbers, many people had been honoured more than once,
Council decided to call all the congregation to the Torah! Bless them ! We still enjoyed
parading the scrolls around the Synagogue. It was a joyous occasion for those who took part.
Could this be the new norm?
This year will be diﬀerent again, due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the risk of transmission of
the virus in enclosed spaces, we will not be able to celebrate Sukkot and Simchat Torah in the
Synagogue. The Synagogue Council and Executive have thought long and hard at how to
celebrate this “harvest festival” and we thought that it would be nice if Synagogue members
may like to make an additional donation ( on top
of the Kol Nidre appeal) to the Trussell trust.
An additional donation (on
Many more families will be experiencing
financial hardships with the uncertainties of
top of the Kol Nidre appeal)
many businesses laying staﬀ oﬀ and being
to the Trussell trust.
furloughed. The pressure on food banks will
be greatly increased at this time and so
financial aid to the Trussell trust will help many of these people.
We hope you will dig deep into your pockets this year to help those much less fortunate than
ourselves. Soon the turmoil of this pandemic will be over. We await to see how soon we can
resume normal services however, the future is uncertain, and “normal ” may be a little diﬀerent!
Who knows ?
Gillian Goldthorpe
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Greetings to all our readers for Rosh Hashanah from ….

We wish a very Happy and Healthy
New Year to our friends and all
members of the Synagogue.
Penny & Laurence Bernstein

Wishing everyone good health,
peace and contentment in the
New Year.' warm wishes
Ruth Bloom
Shana tovah! Wishing
everyone a happy and healthy
new year. Best wishes and
blessings, joy and peace for
5781.
Fortune and Neil Chamberlain
L’shanah tovah umetukah to each and
every Member and Friend of the
Congregation for Rosh Hashonah 5781
Susan Fox
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Gillian and Selwyn Goldthorpe
wish you all a very happy New Year.
May you keep safe, stay well, and may
all your hopes for 5781 come true.

Heartfelt wishes for this Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur. May all our community be
blessed with good health, prosperity and joy.
Yom Tov blessings of Shana Tovah oom’tukah
Love from Shelley Yavetz, Tali, Maor and Susie.

May his memory be a blessing at
this special time

Marcel, April ,Hannah, Cassi,
and Joshua, wish our

Isaac Zachariah
congregation, friends and their
The much loved brother of Marcel Zachariah

families a happy and healthy
New year.
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This page was kindly sponsored by Marcel

EDITORIAL
This has been a very diﬃcult year for the
Synagogue, and for us as editors of L’Chayim.
We have had the passing of a number of members,
and it is with great sadness we have to inform you
of the passing this last month of Richard Choueke.
Selwyn and Gillian Goldthorpe,
editors of L’Chayim
We could not think of better words than those
expressed by his family, and so have included a verbatim account of what was said
at the shiva prayers on August 2nd, kindly hosted by Rabbi Amanda Golby,
though we were grateful for Rabbi Robert Ash being on hand for the funeral which
was subject to Covid restrictions. Our thanks for the Choueke family in allowing
their words to be printed. We felt that there were a number of people that
do not have the I.T. understanding that would have been part of the shiva.
As you can see we are already to go ‘on-line’ for High
Holy Days. Rabbi Golby has kindly volunteered to lead
a study session for contemplation prior to the New
Year and Day of Atonement. We thought this could
also be a bit of an on-line social occasion. One of the
other benefits of communal prayer is a communal get
together. Given Covid, this is indeed something to pray for!

A study
and social

We thought it wise for those being a bit nervous about technology to have a quick
guide to using Zoom® - this seems to be the medium of choice for RJ at present.
Thank you to all of those that have given us your New Year greetings within
L’Chayim. This benefits the Synagogue, by your kind donation, and the planet by
not using cards with their subsequent delivery emissions.
We were sad to hear, and have a report within, that Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner is
stepping down from her role as senior rabbi to RJ. She has been most
approachable and helpful to our Synagogue . She will be a hard act to follow.
Thanks to Susan Fox for taking the time and trouble to contribute to our magazine
and to our understanding about biblical flowers. We really do not want to write
for L’Chayim any more than necessary ( after doing our bit for 15 years). Your
contributions are most welcome. All the best for 5781.
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Richard Choueke
Died 30th July 2020
but never forgotten…
With the greatest of sorrow, we joined the shiva prayers for
Richard, on Zoom®, with about 150 others. This is what his
family had to say…

It really does mean an awful lot that there are so many people to be with us this evening, and
of the many people who got in touch with the family to tell us of their love and their memories
of Richard. I want to share something with you that my Mother’s cousin, Ian, wrote which has
really helped us to get through the last couple of days. Ian remembered something that an old
rabbi told him when Ian was studying as a
young boy, studying at Kind David School,
“People who passed away
Liverpool. The Rabbi said that, “ people who
never really leave us until
passed away never really leave us until such
time as others stop remembering and stop
such time as others stop
talking about them, and on that basis,” Ian said,
remembering and stop
“your Dad is going to be with us for a very, long,
long time”.
talking about them.”
The past few days have been hard but have
been made much easier by so many of you from all over the world volunteering their
memories, their stories , and their love for our Dad. The same words were used hundreds of
times over, “Your Dad gave us so much time.
He had so much enthusiasm for life and he
was so important to me growing up.” It's
Dad loved people, he
helped us as a family because it all rings true,
believed in community
because Dad loved people, and he believed in
community. Knowing how many people
expressed an interest in joining this shiva call
tonight, it would be a great exercise, and one I wished we really had time for, to find out how
each of you knew him. Some of you knew him for his unflagging influence and initiatives
within Southport Reform Synagogue,.
We buried Dad in the Reform Jewish cemetery, on Friday, in a gorgeous green and quiet spot
that he really would approve of, under a tree overlooking miles of meadows. Rabbi Ash saw
us looking around at the gravestones of other similar reform heroes, he smiled and agreed with
continued next page
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us, “We might make that area of the cemetery ‘Chairman’s Row’”. Dad was Chairman of
the synagogue numerous times and served on key positions and on the Synagogue’s
executive for years.
For Dad, it wasn't just about keeping himself busy, or participating for his own sake. Dad
worked with the national reform youth movement to turn our small, regional shul into a
popular and well attended branch of RSY. Children from both the Reform and Orthodox
synagogues gathered every Sunday afternoon, to be together. Dad didn’t just create a
RSY branch and then walk away. He was involved every week, running programs and
activities for us and our friends. He invested the time and eﬀort for one reason: He
understood the power of sending twenty kids from Southport to the national summer
camps, and Israel tours, every single year. He knew the eﬀect it would have on the Jewish
community in this town, Southport, and he saw what the eﬀect it had on each individual’s
personal development by discovering their own Jewish identity.
The Rabbi also told us during the funeral
“ An unfailing commitment ceremony, something we the regions have
always known: Without a smiling, unfailing
and enthusiasm for our
commitment and enthusiasm of people like
Dad, synagogues outside of London will soon
Synagogue.”
simply cease to exist.. The only thing Dad
didn't do for the Reform synagogue in
Southport, was join the choir! When it came to singing- and he was very much an
‘individual artist’ and never quite found that the great could accommodate his gifts!
Now if you are here tonight from outside Southport it is possible you know Dad from the
wider national Jewish reform movement, or if you knew him as teenager, you may know
him from the Jewish Lads and Girls Brigade? It was there as a JLGB captain he met Mum,
she age sixteen. They fell in love and Dad, with his passion for camping, that would
stretch to every one of our childhood summer holidays, proposed to her in a field full of
sheep whilst on one of the camps at the campus.
If you're a political centrist, you might know Dad as a
“A warm, curious,
tireless campaigner for the Liberal Democrats, or if
you were involved in a formal education of young
interested, gentle, and
people, it's possible you are here because you knew
Dad as a much loved, and often published head of
kind, human being.”
department of organisation and management studies
at Edge Hill University, or as a visiting lecturer at
John, Moore’s University, Liverpool. However, you are linked to Dad, it’s likely that you'll
know it was a warm, curious, interested, gentle, and kind, human being. Indeed, it's even
more likely that you'll know him as a leader and a man of action, someone only ever

continued next page
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interested in bettering the world for those around him. Judging by the stories we've been
told in great volumes of the past couple of days, it feels people really ‘got’ our Dad.
What few people perhaps know about him is that underneath the warmth and kindness, lay
some serious, grit and determination. In a tough childhood Dad lost his own father, Leon, at
the age of nine - a tragedy that stayed with him all his life. When he left school he did so at
sixteen to work on the factory floor. But Dad grabbed any opportunity to improve his
circumstances and those of his mother, Meena. He self educated. From attending Wigan
District Technical College, while holding down a day job, studying for his higher education
with the O. U. at home, with three small children running around the street, Dad, never stop
believing in education as a passport to greater things. This was something he hammered
into all three of us. A solid education was the only thing he insisted we attain before we
were allowed to go on to make our own decisions and follow our own paths. If one of us was
struggling with any elements of our learning and development, he gave up whatever was
necessary even at times when the business he founded was up against it to make sure we
got any extra help we needed. And if you’ve known Dad even a little, you'll know, he was far
more than the accumulation of his achievements, qualifications and fancy titles. Dad’s
special gifts to everyone he knew was a pure and powerful humanity, without an ounce of
swagger or cockiness. Dad’s currency was kindness. We know from all the messages we
have received of the astonishing wider impact that he had on other people's lives.
The community that mattered most to him was his family - Mum. Leon, Mark, me and his
lovely grandchildren. They were his precious and beloved treasures every day of his life. He
was ever with us showing humour and generosity, and was always careful to make sure we
lived with a certain set of values, always trying to ensure that we considered the eﬀect that
our actions could have on others.
Because of shielding nobody, but Mum, was able to get near him from 1st March to 11th
July of this year. During that time, when Mum kept Dad alone it was not easy, but the way in
which they managed this diﬃcult time reflected their love which was the backbone of the
relationship. Then he was in hospital and alone for two weeks. But we got him home last
weekend. Each one of us we felt very privileged to have him with us for his final days,
surrounded by love and stories, along with a magnum of ice cream!
Even from his bed and down to his last breath, Dad was our inspiration. We now have the
almighty task of learning to move forward without him. A task made easier, with being able
to see the incredible legacy and the impact that he had on his community and every one of
you he met.
**************
Beloved husband, father, grand-father, friend to many,
Trustee of Synagogue
Past Chairman of the Synagogue,
Edge Hill University Business School Lecturer,University External Examiner,
BA, PGDip, MPhil Government and Politics, Coaching and Mentoring, Management

SG
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Reform Judaism’s Bereavement Support – many of you have
highlighted the challenges around grieving and bereavement support whilst ‘social
distancing’. Reform Judaism will be starting a Bereavement Support Group
online, for people who have been bereaved in the last few weeks, and have
been unable to attend the funeral or cremation, or to have a shiva as they
would have wished – please pass this on to people in your community
who have had this experience. This will be a supportive space to
share thoughts and experiences with others who have had similar
experiences. The group will be facilitated by experienced
bereavement counsellors. This will run from 6th May for an initial
period of 4 weeks, every Wednesday from 12.00 – 1.00 on Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/97769196348 or you can phone in 01314601196,
meeting ID: 977 6919 6348. Please speak with Sharon at RJ
( sdaniels@rjuk.org) if you wish to join as that is useful to our
organisation of sessions.
Talking about Dying: a gentle, loving space to talk about any concerns surrounding
death. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2.00 – 3.00 -access RJ:TV
See: https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rjtv-online-community-from-reform-judaism/

Senior Reform Rabbi
Janner-Klausner is
stepping down.
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner will be stepping down
from her role as Senior Rabbi. Rabbi Janner-Klausner
has been the national movement’s representative
since 2012 and has revolutionised the image and
impact of Reform Judaism on the Jewish communal,
national and international stage.
The movement’s annual dinner, which takes place virtually on 15th October, will
be an opportunity to celebrate Rabbi Laura’s successes in her role.
Rabbi Janner-Klausner will remain in post until 1st October.
Reform Judaism will now take a period of time to review and consult before
announcing its intentions. We are so blessed to have had Rabbi Laura serving our
movement with tremendous energy, warmth and integrity. She will be starting a
PhD in Digital Theology at Durham University and will be training leaders in
resilience, especially in times of crisis. She has been very supportive of our
Synagogue in Southport.
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CST wishes
our community
a peaceful,
healthy & safe
New Year
It is CST’s mission to protect our Jewish communities

a neo-Nazi. Using a homemade gun, he tried and

up and down the country. We are committed to you,

failed to enter the synagogue, but did kill a passer-by

and ensuring your security, so that Jewish life can

and a customer at a nearby kebab shop. It was the

continue to exist and thrive in the UK.

cooperation of the congregants and shul staff, simply
properly closing the door behind them, that saved the
lives of those inside the service.

individual and collective. The pandemic has touched
all of our lives, some in deeply tragic ways. The
ability to physically meet with friends, family and in

of Jewish life. This works best when you work with us.

community – the networks that can make the most

Please be mindful of basic security procedures and
of our many dedicated volunteers who are devoting

been removed. Where there is crisis, anger and blame

their time and efforts to ensure our safety, allowing us

follow, often directed at Jewish people. Now that we

to spend the High Holy Days in peace. We wish you a

can gather together once again, CST is here to make

safe, happy New Year, and a meaningful fast.

sure it happens safe from prejudice and physical harm.
Please consider volunteering for CST or donating
We wish that the security we provide were not

to us. We are a charity and we cannot do our work

necessary, but sadly terrorism, although rare, is a

without your help. In an emergency, call the Police

reality that can happen anywhere. Last Yom Kippur,

and then call our 24-hour National Emergency

the synagogue in Halle, Germany, was attacked by

Number 0800 032 3263.

www.cst.org.uk

Community Security Trust

@CST_UK

National Emergency Number (24-hour) 0800 032 3263
London (Head Off ice) 020 8457 9999
Manchester (Northern Regional Off ice) 0161 792 6666
Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)

Our shul has applied for security funding that is made available by the
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Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year. It is a time of
family connection, celebration, and renewal, and like any other holiday is a
perfect time to give or decorate with flowers. The question is, what flowers
are the right option to celebrate Rosh Hashanah?
Susan Fox sheds some light on this thorny problem…
There are hundreds of plants mentioned in the Tanakh, that have a highly symbolic
meaning, from Apples and Figs in Genesis to Bitter Herbs in Exodus. They can also
serve as illustrations for spiritual truths as plants, animals and people need nutrition,
sun and water to survive.
The prophet Hosea compares plant growth to spiritual growth . He mentions the glory
of a lily, the fragrance of the cedars of Lebanon; the beauty of an olive tree; the fruit
bearing of a grape vine.
In Deuteronomy 8:7-8, Moses describes the Promised Land as, “replete with barley,
fig trees, grape vines, honey, pomegranates, wheat.”
Fast growing almonds are first mentioned in
Genesis 43:11 when Jacob orders that "some of the
best products of the land" including ALMONDS and
PISTACHIOS are given as presents to the Pharaoh. In
Jeremiah 1:11, in response to God asking him what
he sees, he replies "the branch of an almond tree".
The almond motif was part of the design for the
Menorah , as mentioned in Exodus 25: 33-34.The
shape is like a flowering almond and the tree itself is
the first one to blossom in Israel.
FLAX has
beautiful light blue flowers ( see photograph to
left), blooming in spring, opening only in the
morning and is used both for fibre and food. The
fabric for clothing is made from the cellulose
fibres in the stalks. It represents a state of
personal sanctity, for example, the priest was the
one "who wears the linen ephod". FLAX seeds,
like barley and wheat are some of the oldest
known seeds.
continued next page
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HYSSOP ( seen on the left) is important for Pesach and for
ceremonial cleansing of the skin. Psalm 51:7 says "Cleanse
me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash me and I will be
whiter than snow ". It is a member of the mint family and
resembles a lupin.
OLIVES are mentioned frequently in the Tanakh and olive
trees were invaluable to the Israelites. It is first mentioned
when the dove returns to Noah's Ark, carrying an olive branch in its beak as a way
of informing him that the rain had subsided. Since then, the olive branch has
become a symbol of peace. Olive branches are also used for celebrations, when
Pilgrims brought first fruits to the Temple, decorating the horns of the bull leading
the procession, with olive branches. Olive branches symbolise life with the
Israelites referred to as "a green olive tree, beautiful with goodly fruit". Olive oil was
used as an anointing oil for various purposes in the Temple, ordination of priests,
the oil in the Ner Tamid and on all sacrifices.
MYRTLE was one of the four species used for Succot.
ACACIA (Shittah) wood was used as raw material for the construction of the Ark
and all its structural features. Voluntary oﬀerings of acacia were brought to the
Temple. It was the only tree which grew in the desert, although more like a bush,
with durable and tough wood.
DATE PALM. In Judges 5, Devorah, the fourth judge and
prophet of Israel, rendered her judgements beneath a date
palm tree in the open air where everyone could hear,
encouraging them to turn their eyes upwards to Heaven,
like palm leaves turn upwards together. The Hebrew word
for date palm is Tamar, which denotes
physical and spiritual grace, for example, David's daughter
was called Tamar. In Psalm 92, it says "The Righteous will
blossom forth as.a palm tree does".
Biblically named plants in my garden are ROSE OF
SHARON or Hyperium, JOSEPH''S COAT or Spires
Shirobana and AARON'S ROD or Verbascum, a pollinating
native wildflower.
Legend has it that God's favourite flower is the Dandelion, so may all your weeds be
wildflowers!
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IT’S YOUR
BIRTHDAY!
MAZELTOV AND ALL OUR BEST WISHES
TO HARRY KESSLER - rumour has it that he
has reached the ‘ripe’ age of 90, though we
find this hard to believe. He is waiting a
Covid free year for, as we say on Merseyside,

“Partying!”

September
Joan Brooke
Daniel Colwyn
Helen Kay
Brian Maylott
Jacky Samuels
Hilary Wilson

October
Clare Colwyn
Selwyn Goldthorpe
Jon Hirshman
Caroline Kaye
Eileen Lippa
Deborah Wilson
Daniel Wilson

The Synagogue, as a Hall, is available for hire if you wish
to have a function room AND there are reduced rates for
Synagogue Members!
To make a booking, please contact the Oﬃce.
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yahrzeits ()יאָרצַײט

Yahrzeit candles
are available for
purchase from the
Synagogue.
Memorial plaques
are still available
for the Tree of Life
in the Synagogue.
Please discuss
your needs with
the Synagogue’s

during this issue of L’Chayim

September
Jack Hakim, Father of Fortune Chamberlain
Millie Freedman, Mother of Irving Freedman
Leslie Katz, Father of Deborah Hirshman
Isaac Zachariah, Brother of Marcel Zachariah

October
Ann Kessler, Mother of Harry Kessler
Minna Mayze, Mother of Gina Luxenberg
David Hirshman, Husband of Nives Hirshman, Brother of
Jon Hirshman
Minni Green, GrandMother of Andrea Cook
Samuel Rivilis, Father of Estelle Mannheim

WE STAND ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS
Without the foresight of those that have gone
before us we would not have a Synagogue. We
owe it to these wonderful people to keep the
Synagogue alive for the next generation.
Please consider making a LEGACY in your will to
the Synagogue ( a registered Charity ).
S&DRS can supply you with details of a number
of local solicitors who are willing to oﬀer advice.
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING
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The Princes Road table tennis club is now using the Synagogue under strict
supervision of our own regulations for Covid and theirs. Attendance is by booking
in advance.
There is an ongoing dispute as to the utilities bill received by Southport
Hebrew Congregation for the use of the Ohel house facility.
Our thanks to Lisa, our administrator for negotiating a very favourable
rate on behalf of the Synagogue for the funeral services of Gibbs Funeral
Directors. We are all indebted to her as JJBS were not able to cover the
revised rates, and now funerals are more likely to be covered.

Jewish Care will be hosting 2 webinars on Cognitive Impairment on
Tuesdays 13th and 20th October, both at 2pm – find out more here,
Each webinar lasts an hour.
Tuesday 13th October - Speakers Gill Yentis and Susan Dawson. Gill will
be covering understanding dementia and how it can affect a person.
Cognitive Stimulation keeping the brain and body active and meaningful
jobs to do, having a purpose.
Tuesday 20th October—Speakers Rony Pikoos (OT, SW and Family Carer
Support to be confirmed) - Montessori approach .
Flowers sent on behalf of the Synagogue as Richard bravely received palliative care:
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers which are much appreciated.
They also smell gorgeous! Thanks again for good wishes .
Best wishes
Faith and Richard

Let us know what YOU want.
There is no place for
arm-chair critics!

Have your say the editors welcome letters and articles,
though not of a political nature, and reserve the right to edit.
Please send to the Oﬃce or gillygold@yahoo.com
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KOSHER FOOD DELIVERIES TO SOUTHPORT
CSDA - Corona Squad Delivery Angels is a nonprofit charitable organisation which has been set
up to pick and deliver groceries and Kosher food.
There is a central ( for Southport, and Liverpool)
address to collect from and a delivery charge of
£25 per group order ( the more you group together
the cheaper the delivery).
The delivery will be alternate Wednesday’s,
initially, though plans are in hand to make this
weekly.
The shops in the scheme are:
Kosher Savers -

Text/WhatsApp 07940 131 615

Email: coronasquadmanchester@gmail.com
Kosher Deli Meats & Chicken
tel 0161 697 4775
As the scheme grows other shops will be
incorporated.
This system will continue when the current
pandemic passes.
We hope those that needed matzah over Pesach received their
free delivery and thanks to
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Tzedakah: Charity

“Tzedakah” is the Hebrew word for the acts that we call "charity" in English: giving aid,
assistance and money to the poor and needy or to other worthy causes. However, the
nature of tzedakah is very diﬀerent from the idea of charity. The word "charity" suggests
benevolence and generosity, a magnanimous act by the wealthy and powerful for the
benefit of the poor and needy. The word "tzedakah" is derived from the Hebrew root
Tzadei-Dalet-Qof, meaning righteousness, justice or fairness. In Judaism, giving to the
poor is not viewed as a generous, magnanimous act; it is simply an act of justice and
righteousness, the performance of a duty, giving the poor their due.
Giving to the poor is an obligation in Judaism, a duty that cannot be forsaken even by
those who are themselves in need. Some sages have said that tzedakah is the highest
of all commandments, equal to all of them combined, and that a person who does not
perform tzedakah is equivalent to an idol worshipper. This is probably hyperbole, but it
illustrates the importance of tzedakah in Jewish thought. Tzedakah is one of the three
acts that gain us forgiveness from our sins. The High Holy Days’ liturgy repeatedly
states that God has inscribed a judgment against all who have sinned, but teshuvah
(repentance), tefilah (prayer) and tzedakah can alleviate the decree.
As our thoughts turn towards High Holy Days, please consider this year’s Kol Nidre
appeal.

Gift Aid
Donations by individuals to charity or to community amateur sports clubs are tax free. This
is called tax relief. Donating through ‘Gift Aid’, as a tax payer, means charities and
community amateur sports clubs can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give. It will not
cost you any extra. Please ensure that your donations for your Synagogue, through
your membership subscription as gift aided. You need to fill out the gift aid form for
the Synagogue . This can be backdated four years. Your donations will qualify as long
as they’re not more than 4 times what you have paid in tax in that tax year.
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The Southport Rest Home
Choice of long or short stays,
permanent residency
Situated at 81 Albert Road, Southport PR9 9LN

• 24 hour support
• Senior citizens
• Jewish ethos
• Flats and rooms
‘The Home’ from home
24 hour care on site
Lift, wheel chair access
“Good”
Superb Kosher food on site
Rooms at reasonable rates
Large conservatory overlooking park
Synagogue on site.
Enquiries telephone :01704 531975
office@sjah.freeserve.co.uk
The Home is a registered charity Number 1123524 and a Registered Company Number 06368309
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The following kind people have been
elected to serve on the Council of
Southport & District Reform Synagogue

Chairman Chair

Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe

Vice Chair

Gillian Goldthorpe

Honorary Secretary

Fortune Chamberlain

Honorary Treasurer

Tony Kletz

Wardens

Joan Brooke, Susan Fox,
Gillian Goldthorpe

Other members of the Synagogue’s Council :

Marcel Zachariah

Faith Choueke

Neil Chamberlain

Harry Kessler

Anne Kletz

Matt Suher

Synagogue Trustees:
Phil Levine

Marcel Zachariah

‘Let us come together in God’s name and prepare to do God’s will’
from Prayer for Committee Meetings, p 366 Siddur, Forms of Prayer 2008

Southport Reform & District Synagogue is a registered charity, number 227576.
The Synagogue is run predominantly by volunteers, giving hundreds of hours of their time in a year,,
for the Reform Jewish Community and others.
Please be advised that our complaints procedure is available from the Synagogue office.
As a synagogue member should you not wish to receive the membership copy of L’Chayim and wish to
unsubscribe, please e-mail the Synagogue office or send a message via the web site to the Synagogue
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