L’Chayim
1st May
26th Nissan

- 30th June 2019
- 27th Sivan 5779

Date

Parasha /Event

Service Leader

Reading

About

4th May
Saturday

Shabbat Atzma’ut
(Yom Ha Atzma’ut
8-9 May 2019).
Chavurah lunch

Fortune
Chamberlain

K'doshim
Leviticus 19:1-18
Deuteronomy 11:8-12

Laws of holiness
The Land of Israel

10th May
Friday Night,
7pm

Friday Night
service in our Synagogue and
chavurah

Student Rabbi
Gabriel Webber

11th May
Saturday

Shabbat
and informal
discussion.
Chavurah lunch

Student Rabbi
Gabriel Webber

Emor
Leviticus 21:1-15

Laws concerning priests

18th May
Saturday

Shabbat

Matt Suher

B’har
Leviticus 25:1-13

Sabbatical and Jubilee

23rd May

Lag Ba-Omer
18th Iyyar

25th May
Saturday

Shabbat

Susan Fox

B'chukkotai
Leviticus 26:3-13

Blessings

1st June
Saturday

Shabbat

Matt Suher

B'midbar
Numbers 1:1-19

Moses numbers
Israelites

8th June
Saturday

Shabbat

Susan Fox

Naso
Numbers 5:1-16

Expulsion of lepers; the
Restitution of wrongs;

9th June
Sunday , 3pm

Shavuot
‘Cheesecake and
chat.’

Susan Fox

Exodus 19:16-20:17
Deuteronomy 16:9-12

10 Commandments,
now an11th one to have
a Shavuot ‘special’
cheesecake and
discussion

15th June
Saturday

Shabbat

Mina AbramHebblethwaite

B'ha'alot'cha
Numbers 9:15-10:13

Cloud over the tabernacle; the silver trumpets

22nd June
Saturday

Shabbat

Joan Brooke

Sh'lach L'cha
Numbers 13:25-14:10

Report from the Spies

23rd June
Sunday, 2pm

AGM DiscussionAfternoon tea

29th June
Saturday

Shabbat

There will follow a short
Council meeting.
Susan Fox

Korach
Numbers 16:1-19

Korach challenges
Moses’ leadership

On Friday night, 7th June, Rabbi Fabian will take a special community service, in Whitchurch, Shropshire.,
followed by a chavurah. All welcome however you must e-mail email: fridaynights@menorah.org.uk to attend.

For those receiving L’Chayim by e-mail, you can print off your own calendar for display at home.

Newspaper of the Southport & District Reform Synagogue, GATES OF PEACE

Refreshments are available from 10.30am., on Saturdays. Please ensure these are
not taken into services. Services start punctually 11am on Saturdays, 7pm Friday
nights.
Please ensure mobile phones are switched to silent or off so as to not disturb the service.
Please mention to the wardens prior to commencement of the service any special
prayers or inclusions you wish for in the service.

Chavurah meals are always vegetarian or fish.- please bring something suitable
for this community meal so that your kindness can be shared by all.
Thank you for your contribution

Member of the Movement
for Reform Judaism

Synagogue Office:
Lisa Sachs
(Administrator Wed & Fri 10am-3pm),
Princes Street,
Southport, PR8 1EG
Tel.& Fax.

01704 535950

Registered Charity 227576

e mail : southportsynagogue@gmail.com
website: www.southportreform.org.uk

Southport Reform Shul

EMERGENCIES: contact the office: if it is closed, there is a directive answer machine.
The Sternberg Centre
home to the Movement
for Reform Judaism

General Enquires:
02083495724
www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Rabbinic Support
Although the synagogue does not have a full time Rabbi, we do have Rabbinic
support and of course the co-operation of other nearby communities.
Rabbi Norman Zalud now offers the synagogue pastoral support for personal
issues. Rabbi Robert Ash offers support to our services and for Jewish learning.
Rabbi Elf supports our services on request. Student Rabbis will continue to support
our synagogue for services and education, thanks to Reform Judaism.
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Editorial

This is a bumper issue packed with reports of the events
that have recently taken place in the Synagogue and on
behalf of the Synagogue. We urge you to take part in the
forthcoming events mentioned. Whilst it is good of you to
support the Synagogue with your membership, it puts
meaning and value to your contribution, and your heritage,
to be present at events we are advertising.

Selwyn and Gillian Goldthorpe,
editors of L’Chayim

If you have fond memories of loved ones, past or present,
please share them with us.

We have published a few articles concerning thoughts about the Torah readings. Thank you
for your contribution and insight.
The shabbat service leaders continue to make the effort to bring new understanding to
the service- thank you for all the hard work.
Susan Fox has written an interesting article about the great women mentioned within the
Bible. Thank you for your hard work.
If you do have thoughts about how the Synagogue should develop, please come to the
AGM, or if you are unable to get there, write/email members of the Executive, or use our
web site to correspond, or just write to the editors of L’Chayim.
We have some great shabbats, festivals and events to look forward to. If you haven’t heard
Student Rabbi Gabriel Webber you really are missing out.
If you prefer a paper copy of L’Chayim please let the office know . L’Chayim is issued
every two months and is posted, further edited, on the web site two weeks after issue.

Follow the synagogue on Facebook.
What better way to stay in contact with your friends?
Become a Facebook friend of the Southport & District
Reform Synagogue. Circulate your photographs of our events and
get togethers.
Make new friends. Keep in contact.
Facebook :

Southport Reform Shul
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This shabbat, the 4th May, a special
service led by Fortune Chamberlain,
followed by a chavurah lunch
Independence Day (Hebrew: יום העצמאות
Yom Ha'atzmaut, lit. "Day of Independence") is the national day of Israel,
commemorating the Israeli Declaration of
Independence in 1948.
The Police Commissioner for Merseyside, Jane Kennedy,
has resigned from the Labour Party after becoming
“deeply disturbed” by the “antisemitic abuse” suﬀered by
Liverpool, Wavertree MP Luciana Berger.
Jane Kennedy was also upset that Derek Hatton had been
readmitted to the Labour Party after a 34 year old ban.
Derek Hatton “in 2012, urged "Jewish people with any
sense of humanity" to condemn Israel's "ruthless
murdering”. Derek Hatton was expelled in 1985 after a
high-profile battle with Labour's then leader, Neil Kinnock,
who accused him and others of seeking to infiltrate and
subvert the party. Now, Labour MP Neil Coyle, on
reviewing what Mr Hatton had said, Neil Coyle tweeted,
”this seems to imply that every Jew, wherever they live in
the world, is responsible for the actions of the Israeli government”. A Labour source said:
“Derek Hatton was given provisional membership, pending NEC approval. The party was
not aware of this material. Once this was brought to our attention he was suspended
pending the NEC’s decision.”
Jane Kennedy said she was elected to promote action against hate crime and now
she is unable to defend what the Labour Party allows to happen in its name.
Prior to her time as Police and Crime Commissioner, Jane Kennedy was an MP for 18
years, serving as a government Minister in six diﬀerent departments. She was Britain’s
first woman Security Minister, with responsibility for Policing in Northern Ireland, and the
first woman to hold Ministerial oﬃce in the Lord Chancellor’s department with
responsibility for magistrates, the judiciary and family law policy.
Jane had sent her children for their education to King David School, Liverpool, she
told me.
Although invited to attend our Synagogue she was ill at the time and apologised.
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Merseyside Hate Crime Figures.
5 months : 620 incidents,
38 faith hate, the rest were racist
hate, criminal damage ( eg. excreta
onto mosques, paint spray, leafleting.)
Counter terrorism Police state that the current threat is severe, ie. an attack is
highly likely.
There are 700 current investigations at any one time with 3000 individuals, with 20000
people ‘of concern’.
14 Islamic Extremists and 4 Extreme Right Wing attack plots disrupted since March
2017.
The right wing plots are on the increase. as are attacks against LBGT community.
New initiatives to combat terrorism include an e-learning course re. antiterrorism ACT e-learning, and a new advertising campaign in cinemas to raise awareness of
the problem.
LETTER SENT ON 15th MARCH to ALL THE MERSEYSIDE MOSQUES:

On behalf of all at the Southport & District Reform Synagogue, we would be grateful if
you could please pass onto our Islamic friends, their community leaders, how appalled
we are at the attacks and killings in the Christchurch Mosques.Our thoughts and prayers
are with those affected by this tragedy.
It is only two weeks since I returned from New Zealand ( where my daughter is). I have
visited Christchurch. The New Zealand people set a good example to the world of racial
and religious tolerance. These murders are totally out of keeping with their society
values, and our values.
Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe
on behalf of the Southport Jewish Community.
Chairman, Southport and District Reform Synagogue.

We received a very public thank you from Southport Mosque at the recent interfaith meeting,
and a lift home!
(Selwyn Goldthorpe)
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Student
Rabbi
Gabriel
Webber
is back .

Don’t miss his visit Friday 10th
May, and Shabbat 11th May
AND
we are having a chavurah meal on each of these occasions.
There follows a report of his last visit to us……..

A Friday Night for
Everyone.
We enjoyed the sound
of children singing
Friday night songs
during the service on 22
March at Gillian and
Selwyn’s home. The
service was led by
Student Rabbi Gabriel
Webber, who had to
take the service and be
user friendly to all including the children!
It was a testament to
his skill that he
managed to keep the order of the service more or less intact, given the demands of
his congregants! Here was an opportunity for celebrating shabbat as it is meant to
be celebrated, with enthusiasm and meaning, as you can see from the smiling faces
in the photograph.
Thank you to everyone that made the journey to make this a special Friday night for
us. It was certainly a Friday night to remember - we hope to have more of the same.

Shabbat 23 March
We were fortunate to have Gabriel to lead this shabbat service. His cantillation from
the Torah was so precise, it was a privilege to be in the congregation. The whole
service was so well integrated with our own tradition it was a pleasure to be
present. We had some explanation of how the meaning of Torah has changed with
time. As Reform Jews, we no longer have priests and a hereditary caste system. All
men and women have equality. Progress!
However, just what is an ‘elevated oﬀering’?
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(I offer you this idea from my studies. This refers to designating something for a
higher purpose, or lifting apart of a quantity from a larger quantity. You are
welcome to let me know any other ideas!)
The chavurah was splendid. We sat in a group and Gabriel led us in a
Rabbinic based discussion of some life and death decision making as to the
diversity of opinions ( after all they were Rabbis!) as to how to deal with some
diﬃcult theoretical ( and sometimes not so theoretical) life and death
decisions. We were able to draw on our own life experience, and the
experiences of those we had read about, as to the biblical authority of human
behaviour. Is this not one of the corner stones of any religion?
I did oﬀer the ethical dilemma of R v Dudley and Stephens 14 QBD 273 DC
which is a leading English criminal case which established a precedent
throughout the common law world that necessity is not a defence to a charge
of murder. It concerned survival cannibalism following a shipwreck and its
purported justification on the basis of a custom of the sea. ( Date 1884).
Food for thought indeed, especially after a chavurah!
Should you wish to consider your own actions with these diﬃcult ethical
decisions, I suggest ( as did Grabriel in his discussion) you see,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trolley_problem

Be warned! The exercise is a little mind blowing and likely to send you oﬀ your
trolley.
Thank you to Gabriel for making this shabbat so special.
( Article by Selwyn Goldthorpe)
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SHAVUOT
by Susan Fox , be there,

Sunday, 9th June 2019 at 3pm.

One of my favourite festivals in the Jewish calendar! Shavuot means "weeks" and originally
had no greater purpose than concluding Pesach.
In the agricultural year, Pesach was the time of the barley harvest and Shavuot the wheat harvest, with the correct time to cut wheat being 50 days after the barley is ripe.
[Counting of the Omer (Hebrew: ספירת העומר, Sefirat HaOmer, sometimes abbreviated as
Sefira or the Omer) is an important verbal counting of each of the forty-nine days between
the Jewish holidays of Passover and Shavuot as stated in the Hebrew Bible: Leviticus 23:15–
16. This mitzvah derives from the Torah commandment to count forty-nine days beginning
from the day on which the Omer, a sacrifice containing an omer-measure of barley, was offered in the Temple in Jerusalem, up until the day before an offering of wheat was brought to
the Temple on Shavuot. ]
Shavuot commemorates the season of the giving of the Torah (z'man matan
torateinu) and is a re-enactment each year of the giving and receiving of the
Torah on Mount Sinai. The focal point of the synagogue morning service on
Shavuot is the reading of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 19 and 20, with
the congregation standing, as though to symbolise the fact that we are receiving the revelation afresh.
The Haftarah that is associated with Shavuot is the Book of Ruth for several
reasons.
Firstly, Ruth's coming to Israel took place around the time of Shavuot and her acceptance
into the Jewish faith is comparable to the acceptance by the Jewish people of the Torah.
Secondly, it is said that Ruth was both born and died at Shavuot. Thirdly in relation to the
harvest cycle, she asserted the rights of the poor to glean the leftovers of the barley harvest.
The eve of Shavuot is associated with the tradition of staying up all night to study (Tikkun
Leyl Shavuot). Progessive Judaism allows more flexibility to participate in this, by holding a
religious quiz instead, either on Erev Shavuot or after the morning service.
Traditional foods for Shavuot are dairy, to symbolise "the land flowing with milk and
honey" (Exodus 3:8) namely cheesecake, blintzes and bourekas (Sephardi tradition). Also, the
physical nourishment gained from milk can be compared to the spiritual nourishment gained
from the Torah.

(Article reproduced from 2018)
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Erev Shabbat Service and
Chavurah Supper
Friday 7th June at 7 pm

Menorah with Rabbi Fabian invite you to an Erev Shabbat
chavurah meal in Whitchurch, Shropshire. We welcome in particular Menorah members living in Cheshire, Staffs and Shropshire to join us for this special away evening erev. Please email
fridaynights@menorah.org.uk*protected email* if you plan to
attend.

Free Afternoon tea at
the AGM, Sunday,
23rd June , 2pm.
This year we plan a ‘round the table’ discussion
as to how the Synagogue can be of help to you.
PLEASE ATTEND so that the Synagogue may
be as responsive as possible to its
membership. We also plan a change in the
Laws of the Synagogue to reflect modernity.
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PURIM
REVEALED

!

continued on next page/
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PURIM REVEALED continued:
20 March 2019
What does it mean to be a Jewish Mother?
Purim was well taken in hand by Shelley Yavetz as she
explained the essential requirements of
being a Jewish Mother ( ‘Oedipus Schmoedipus as long
as He loves his Mother’). Whilst every Jewish Mother
aspires that her son(s) become accountants, doctors,
and lawyers, and perhaps even a Rabbi, I was somewhat disappointed that this did not include airline pilots, but then not everyone can become a high flyer!
(see photos)
Of course, Shelley’s humorous introduction to Purim
had a more serious point. The story of Purim is one
of Women’s lib. The importance of being female and
her role as a matriarch. Queen Vashti and Queen Esther stood
up to what they thought was the right thing, both for women and for the exiled
Jewish people.
Shelley also made the point that this year Purim had a special significance…. here is an account of anti-semitism from thousands of years ago. What has changed? Why the antisemitism when Jews are responsible for many of the creative advances in society? ( Nobel
Prizes have been awarded to over 900 individuals, of whom at least 20% were Jews, although
the Jewish population comprises less than 0.2% of the world's population.) We help Governments, we pay our taxes, and in general ‘keep our heads down’, getting on with bringing up
our families. In Britain, it is only in the last few years have Jewish people taken to being outspoken about anti-semitism and religious intolerance. It was a pleasure to see so many nonJewish people attend our Purim service to receive this message. Thank you Shelley for the
invites, and the message.
The Megillah was read as a corporate undertaking by all in the congregation. Shelley had
managed to edit the Megillah so that the story flowed without going into some of the more
gory details of the account. The mention of Haman ( “Boo!”) was as usual, rather noisy! We
then continued the tradition of a Purim play, this year read by Gillian and Selwyn ( dressed as
Pilot and Cabin Crew- after all their recent experiences of our many long haul flights!) :
“The moral of the story, Yeladim, you now know
Is to honour God and all people wherever you go.
To stand up and speak out for all that is right
And to you Chag Sameach…Laila Tov, and good night.”
They tried to kill all the Jews - now lets eat!
Let the music commence - the singing of a Purim song, music, and a baked potato supper
would not have been complete without hamantaschen - did they represent Haman’s ( “Boo!”)
hat or ears? The debate was rather short lived and crummy. Of the 40+ hamantaschen only
one remained. As the pastry chef, I was pleased.
We did manage to collect food for the food bank, and there was the exchange of little gifts to
each other. Thank you to those guests that donated to the synagogue for the refreshments. A
big thank you to Shelley for an informative and entertaining evening, and thank you to all those
that helped with the supper, and those that had continued to dress ‘strangely’ for Purim!
( Written by Selwyn Goldthorpe)
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Order, order …
No, not the speaker of the House of Commons….
Our SEDER, Friday 19th April.
We were fortunate enough, and very grateful,
to have Fortune Chamberlain leading our
communal Seder this year.
One of the advantages of a communal seder is
that each person, brings to the table, as it
were, their own family tunes. My thanks to all
those that came to this Seder to make it so
special. Attending a Seder should always be
an educational experience, and so this one
was.
Fortune had decided to cut out some of the
longer explanations as to, “Why is this night diﬀerent from all other nights?” Though
I did explain myself prior to starting the Seder as to why this night is diﬀerent:
A good Jewish boy, Hymie Cohen-Smith, is waiting in line to be knighted by the
Queen. He is to kneel in front of her and recite a sentence in Latin when she taps
him on the shoulders with her sword. However, when his turn comes, he panics in
the excitement of the moment and forgets the Latin. Then, thinking fast, he recites
the only other sentence he knows in a foreign
language, which he remembers from the
Passover Seder:
"Ma nishtana ha layla ha zeh mi kol ha laylot.”
Puzzled, Her Majesty turns to her advisor and
whispers, "Why is this knight diﬀerent from all
other knights?”
The old jokes have stood the test of time!
So, ‘Why is this night diﬀerent from all other
nights?”
What lovely company. To all be together for a
religious, social occasion creates a special
atmosphere.
Continued next page/
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The catering was
superb. The shul
was decorated
with flowers, as
were the tables,
the tables were
set, each with a
traditional seder
plate. There was
plenty of wine
and grape juice.
The soup was
just ‘souper’.
We had three
vegetables, a
huge slice of
salmon. The
dessert
pavlova and
fresh fruit salad were
spectacular. We even had pesachdik chocolate cake
with the tea and coﬀee. There was the opportunity for seconds of everything.
I think in terms of value you would have
diﬃculty doing a Seder yourself catering
for the price charged, and the cost has not
gone up for years. Our grateful thanks to
all those that helped with the cleaning, the
preparation of the food, cooking and
clearing up.
We were told why we should lean to the
left on this special night.
I ask whether anyone had an explanation
as to the order of the plagues? When I
was at school our religious education
teacher suggested that the reason the
Nile turned to blood was that each year
it floods and in that year the flood was
especially thick with the red Nile mud- if
you think about it, the next plague of
frogs and so on, logically follow a sequence of
natural events and disasters…
continued next page/
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Thanks to ( name omitted for web) for finding both
afikomen after a thorough search of the shul. She
certainly had to work very hard for that chocolate.
It is not often I sing a duet with my wife, Gillian. However, after four cups of wine, and the singing of our
traditional passover songs was going very well, I was
persuaded to accompany Gillian with a rendering of
‘There’s No Seder Like our Seder, to the tune of
‘There’s no Business like Show Business’, and ‘Moses’
to the tune of ‘The Flintstones’.
Lastly, after thanking all those for attending this
occasion, I related why it is so important that we
all had used the same Haggadah. My Jewish
Carribean friend explained: “So we can all
Seder right words and finish at the same
place”. There has to be some order in a Seder.
So, if you missed this Seder, you missed
out…. next year in Southport and District
Reform Synagogue.
Article and photos. by Selwyn Goldthorpe
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News from and about the community

Year 6 Passover Meal with Mrs Sachs –
22nd March 2019 ( From Class 6’s web site)
It was fabulous to welcome Mrs Sachs back to our school this week. She is a
former parent of our school and now works and worships at the Southport
Reform Synagogue. ,
Year 6 had a great afternoon re-enacting a Passover celebration as Mrs Sachs
talked them through it. The Seder plate has many items which are all symbolic
and help Jewish people to remember the time when Moses (with God’s help)
led the Jewish people out of slavery. Many of the children tried dipping their lettuce, cucumber of celery in salt water (to signify the tears of the slaves). They
also tasted the sweet Charoset (to represent the mortar (used for building in
Egypt) but also the sweet taste of freedom. Some children even bravely tasted
the horseradish (the bitter taste of slavery) and mixed it with the Charoset in the
traditional way. Parents will be pleased to note that we replaced the customary
four glasses of wine with blackcurrant juice!
Mrs Sachs read from the Haggadah and sang songs and said prayers in Hebrew. She also broke the Matzoh (unleavened bread) and all the children got a
taste. We then had a hunt for the half of Matzoh bread that wasn’t eaten (this is
called the Afikomen). Year 6 had a fabulous time and as they had written letters
to Theresa May regarding slavery, they were interested to learn that Jewish
people today use the celebration to think of those people around the World who
face slavery or injustice.
In fact Mrs Sachs finished by talking to the children about the importance of respecting diﬀerence and celebrating our
diversity. A timely message after the sad events in New Zealand this week.
Mrs Sachs also went into Year 4 to discuss Shabbat (the Jewish Sabbath) with
the children.
( Thanks to Lisa Sachs for her time and eﬀort on behalf of the Synagogue)
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There has been much activity with
talks for schools over the last few
weeks – an important part of
community liaison to help the younger
generation understand about Judasim.
In January Gillian and Selwyn went
back to
Farnborough Road Junior School in
Southport to take some assemblies.
Recently Lisa has visited Holy Trinity
Primary School in Tarleton to talk
about Judasim, and Selwyn and I have taken part in a multi-faith session at
West End Primary School in Ormskirk....
I believe Selwyn has participated in a further multi-faith session at a school
in St. Helens.
During our day at West End School the groups of pupils learnt about Buddhism,
Judasim, Church of England and Baptist beliefs. Indeed we had to present
our talk four times, adjusted to suit the various age groups. All the groups
had intelligent answers as we asked them What is a Religion?, What is a
God? And What is a Prayer?
Aware the children would hear about many religious ideas that day we then
explained the main beliefs within Judaism – namely that we have one God
whom we cannot see and we follow the laws written in the Torah, especially
the Ten Commandments. The young people did very well when asked to
name any of the Ten Commandments they knew. A look at a Torah scroll,
the Hebrew alphabet and dressing a volunteer in a kippa and tallit brought a
visual aspect to the talks.
The time flew by and it was a pleasure to be with such well informed and
interested young people, who asked so many questions.......we were glad
we had done our homework!
( Report from Anne Kletz)
Some photographs are shown on the following page with permission of
West End School …
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Learning about tallit. ( left)
Learning about the Torah scroll ( below)

And from Robins Lane Primary School in St Helens:

To Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe:
I just wanted to say a huge thank you on behalf of all of the staﬀ and children at
Robins Lane. The children really enjoyed your visit.
Thanks again,
Sam and the Robins Lane team
I represented the Synagogue, with other faiths present, teaching one class about Judaism. Perhaps the most challenging task was explaining Judaism and God to the
nursery children - luckily for me ( and them!) I have not been out of practice with my
grandchildren! ( Selwyn )
ffiffiffiffi*wffi
re-h*ffi ffi$ffiY ffiffi

ffiffiffiffi $ffiw$ffitu€

ffiffi$tuffiffiffiru'%

ffiffiffiKffi %ffiruY',
wffi Yffiffiffi p*ffiffiffi
ffiwffiffiY &€ffirury"M

You have children? You have grandchildren ?
This scheme is FREE.
They have wonderful books ( I know, as I
read them to my grandchildren - editor.),
always relating to some aspect of Jewish life
that is suitable for the age of your child.
Apply on their web site.
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Cheder had finished at Southport &
District Reform Synagogue or so we
thought, but Cheder has reappeared in a
diﬀerent format. Now I meet with parents
and children every six to eight weeks to
hold a session based on a theme, such as
a festival. Families then develop the ideas
at home using resources given in the session, books and recommended websites,
adding further material to their child’s personal folder.
At our recent Pesach themed session
Noah and Sophie had learnt about the story of Moses at home, so could understand
about all the foods we eat at the Seder
which are connected with the story. Parents and children then worked together to
make their own paper Seder plates.....with
great results! The plates, decorated with
Names omitted for web with their Seder plates
real salt and cinnamon, and the eating of
matzo completed the food experience!
It was a relaxed, fun morning with thanks to parents Laura and Joanna who
are giving so much support at home.
( Report from Anne Kletz)

Mazeltov to Duly Platt on the birth
of her second grandchild, Rachel
had a baby boy - 20 March 2019.
Solomon, 6am. 8 pounds.
A very wise decision for a name!
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This is to let you know that at last my

History of the Southport Jewish
Community is complete. The statistics are

perhaps more impressive than the book
itself: there are 418,536 words, and that
includes the 1,496 footnotes. The 400+ pages
of narrative are followed by 13
appendices, and a set of biographies of
FINALLY FINISHED!
leading machers, then 2000+ short
biographical sketches of lesser people. The
complete compendium of information runs to 537 pages. (Details specially for
Bernard, but perhaps interesting to others) I finished it today, though I have
been sailing closer and closer to the final shore for a few days - that's a more
cheerful situation than it may sound!)
It is an enormous relief, and I am happy that I shan't be doing any more such
tasks, just things that interest me, entirely about the Liverpool Jewish community, and using, principally, the archives in the Record Oﬃce, a place I simply
love to work in. (And, of course, helping to keep the Liverpool branch of the
JHSE going)
Oh, and the title: Philanthropy, Consensus and broiges*: managing a Jewish
Community. Sub-title: a History of the Southport Jewish Community. The word
"broiges" to be explained on the front cover. (Yiddish, for those not in this particular loop, for a major dispute, something most communities manage at
least once or twice in their lifetimes).
Kind regards,
John Cowell
Although I have already acknowledged receipt of your most generous donation of £220 to AJEX
from your Synagogue’s Kol Nidrei Appeal, I feel I must put on record my grateful thanks for your
wonderful generosity.
The staging of the Holocaust Memorial Service in January 2020 at Christ Church is in the region of
£500 and your donation will go a long way towards underwriting it.
Please would you pass on my best wishes to your Executive, Council and Members for your kindness, which is greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
Michael Braham
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The Gift of Life
There is a lot of luck in life. Olga Gabanyi was someone
who found it. She was one of the children on the last
Kindertransport out of Czechoslovakia on 2nd August
1939 and the only member of her immediate family to
survive the Holocaust.
On March 3rd, at Trinity Methodist Church, Croston,
Mary and Harry Kessler together with Gillian and Selwyn
Goldthorpe attended a service to dedicate a plaque to
Norman and Merci Caldwell of Croston who took Olga
into their home when she arrived in England as a refugee
in 1939. After the war she went to America where she
lived until her recent death but it was one of her last
wishes to Richard Grilli, her son, that her children should
make some gesture to show her gratitude to the
Cardwells and the people of Croston for the kindness
they had shown to her during the second World War.
Richard responded to her wish by commissioning a
splendid brass plaque to be placed in the church and by
coming to Croston from Baltimore with his wife, Susan,
to dedicate it and to tell the congregation about his
mother.
The Kindertransport was one of several organised by
Nicholas Winton who saved the lives of 669 mainly
Jewish children. His daughter, Barbara, also attended the ceremony and was able to
tell us how he manipulated the bureaucratic system in the UK to bring about the
necessarily quick response needed to save those lives. He had been appalled at what
was happening in Europe to the Jewish people and determined to do what he could
in Czechoslovakia to save lives.
Olga came to England with a cardboard identity number strung around her neck, not
speaking English and not knowing the kind family from Croston who had agreed to
take her into their home after seeing her photograph and knowing nothing else about
her. She lived with Norman, a schoolteacher, and Merci Caldwell, attending the local
school and church, making friends, until some time later when she attended the
Czech school in Wales, returning to Croston only for holidays. At the school she met
Milena Fleischman, another Czech Kindertransport refugee,(now Lady Milena
Grenfell-Baines), who also attended the dedication and told us something about the
school and Olga.
(continued next page/)
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The Gift of Life…

Olga emigrated to the USA in 1947 where she had some family members. She
founded a successful wholesale book company, married, had children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and led a long and happy life.

Her son, Richard, who retains his Jewish identity, dedicated the plaque in the
Church to the kindness of the Caldwell family and the people of Croston and
thanked the community for all they had done. He told us that Olga retained a
great fondness for the British.
Also present ( see photograph) in the congregation by invitation were members
of Arnside Road Synagogue and the community of Quakers as well as the recently appointed Czech Consul in Manchester, Ivo Losman with his family, who
gave a short address saying how diﬃcult wartime had been for invaded Czechoslovakia and how he hoped that the lessons of the past would never be forgotten.
( Article by Selwyn Goldthorpe and Harry Kessler)

We regret to announce the death of Rabbi Harry Jacobi ( aged 93), like Olga
Gabanyi , he was very fortunate in life……
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Born Heinz Hirschberg, he celebrated his
Barmitzvah at Berlin’s Friedenstempel
Synagogue – 18 days before it was
destroyed on Kristallnacht.Fleeing Nazi
persecution, he left his parents behind and
escaped to Amsterdam at the age of 13,
where he caught diphtheria in an internment camp in Rotterdam and lived in an
orphanage.
When the Nazis invaded Holland in May
1940, a non-Jewish woman called Truus
Wijsmuller-Meijer persuaded the ship
captain of The Bodegraven to take Jacobi, 40 children and several adults on
board. The Bodegraven, which was the last ship out of Holland, was hit by
machine-gun fire from German planes – forcing Jacobi to seek shelter under
a life boat.
Rabbi Harry Jacobi

After surviving the journey, Jacobi spent the war-years in Manchester, where
he worked as a mechanic and lived in a hostel.His grandparents, parents,
aunt, uncle and a cousin were murdered at the hand of the Nazi regime.
But he went on to serve Southgate Progressive Synagogue, Wembley and
District Liberal Synagogue and finally the Zurich Progressive community.
Retiring in England, he became active in the Liberal Judaism movement and
was chair of its Rabbinic Conference and for many years the Beit Din.
( Article courtesy of Jewish News)

We wish his family ’ long life’.

Adele Nada Dixon (née Podd) was born on 4th June
1944 to Jack and Annie Podolski in Liverpool. She has
two younger siblings, Andrew and Sharon, and a brother-in-law, David.
She has always been very close to her family, including
her late aunt Gilda and her niece Tanya.
She went to teacher training college in Hull and was a
primary / nursery school teacher in Leicester and in
Liverpool.

Adele Nada Dixon

She was married and divorced and has two daughters
from her marriage, (identical twins) Joanne and Michelle,
(continued next page/)
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two sons-in-law, James and Tom, and was a proud grandma (or “Bobba”) to her four
grandchildren Henry (5), Emma (5), George (3) and Jessica (3).

She had many friends and loved to socialise with them. She had many interests:
cooking, reading, theatre and travel.
She lived in Southport for the last 20 years or so, most recently at Southport
Rest Home as a result of suﬀering from Parkinson’s disease and dementia. In later years, her brother Andrew, in particular, has given his support unstintingly and
his time selflessly in helping to care for Adele. Adele was not lucky with her health
latterly but she bore it bravely and was strong to the end.
We are grateful for the fond memories and humour she brought to our lives.
Although she didn’t get long enough to enjoy her four grandchildren, we are
grateful for the time she spent with them and will treasure those memories. We
know her grandchildren brought her great joy and we see her in them. She loved
us all unconditionally and we loved her unconditionally.”
Joanne and Michelle Dixon

ALBERT COHEN (1910 - 1993) yahrzeit
Albert Cohen practised as a Liverpool solicitor for 50
years and was an active member of Southport Ajex.
He was educated at the Liverpool Institute and Liverpool University and served in North Africa, Yugoslavia
and Italy during the Second World War, rising to the
rank of Major in the Royal Artillery. A firm Ajex supporter, he became the first honorary member of the
Southport branch in 1959 and chairman in 1964. He
was also a keen cricketer, captaining both Bootle and
Southport cricket clubs, and was President of the
West Lancashire Cricket Society. As President of the
Liverpool Law Society in 1975, he was described as a
great champion for his clients, fighting their cases hard
but in a gentlemanly fashion. His sparkling wit, dry
humour, and the respect he enjoyed, ensured that he
May his memory be a blessing
was in demand as an after-dinner speaker. He is survived by his children Sue
(Greenberg) and John, also by his grandchildren, and great grandchildren, and
pre-deceased his wife Nancy.
(This page has been kindly sponsored by Sue Greenberg)
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yahrzeits ()יאָרצײַט

during this issue of
L’Chayim

We remember their contribution
to our lives…
YAHRZEITS IN MAY
Albert Cohen, Father of Sue
Greenberg and John Cohen
Edward Morrison, Brother of Edna
Davis
Antonia Viel, Mother of Duly Platt
Joseph Lutchner, Husband of
Gertrude Lutchner, Father of Louise
Hazrati and David Lutchner
Rita Applebaum, Mother of Faith
Choueke
Malcolm Landau, Husband of Janet
Landau, Father of Rachel, Mark and
Rebecca

YAHRZEITS IN JUNE
Edgar Mercer, Husband of Valerie Mercer
Isaac Solomon, Father of Trudy Turnbull
Alice Hakim, Mother of Fortune Chamberlain
Nancy Cohen, Mother of Sue Greenberg
and John Cohen

The congregation on shabbat have the opportunity to reflect on those that have
helped to make us, make our community, and contribute to the world we at present
live in.
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING.
Please be in shul so we can together
remember our loved ones.

Yahrzeit candles are available for purchase from the synagogue.
Memorial plaques are still available for the Tree of Life in the Synagogue.
Please discuss your needs with the Synagogue Administrator.
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MAY

JUNE

Omitted for web

Omitted for web

Mazeltov!

Many Mazeltovs to Martyn Swade for his forthcoming

80th Birthday .
Go on, have a party!
Why not add a leaf to our Tree of Life?
If you wish to use the synagogue function room for a celebration, please contact the office.
There are reduced rates for synagogue members!
If you wish to sponsor a page in L’Chayim, this can be done for a minimum of £10. You can pay more if you
wish. Please contact the office.
To advertise a business or an event, there is £10 minimum charge, or for a full page £40. L’Chayim is distributed around the Jewish community with an interest in Southport and District Reform Synagogue, this
includes country members, and friends of the synagogue. (ed).
Why waste postage? Place a greeting in L’Chayim to all your friends.
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Chairman’s News

Geordie Day …
Northern Chairs Meeting Newcastle-upon-Tyne
10th March

from Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe

A little snow over the hills was not oﬀ-putting for a journey to the North East.
We were there for the Northern Chairs meeting ( that very same meeting that had
three months earlier taken place at our Synagogue in Southport).
We arrived in good time for the meeting ( I think a lot of traﬃc was put oﬀ from travelling due to the weather) and had the pleasure of Linda Scott ( Chairperson of Newcastle) giving Gillian and myself a guided tour of their Synagogue ( see photos next
page). The community was founded in 1963 by children of European-Jewish refugees.
After about 20 families had showed interest the previous year in forming a Reform
congregation, assistance was sought from the nearest Reform synagogue, Sinai Synagogue, Leeds, who lent a Torah scroll and some prayer books. Services were held in
homes, school rooms and church halls.
In 1963 the newly formed congregation bought a Methodist chapel in Derby Street, oﬀ
Barrack Road, in Newcastle. This was converted into a synagogue, function hall,
school rooms and a caretaker’s flat, and the congregation grew. I remember this synagogue, having been a student at Newcastle University during that time. However,
eleven years later, the congregation was served with a Compulsory Purchase Order,
as the area was being redeveloped, and they had to abandon the building. For the
next ten years the community held regular services as before, in homes, school halls
and church halls. On High Holy Days it used the Newcastle City Council Chambers.The present, modern, lovely, purpose-built synagogue was completed in 1982 and
is a multifunctional space. The Synagogue has just had returned a repaired Czech
scroll. The scroll has taken 4 years to repair, at some expense to the community. The
last 10 letters needing clarification are due to be hand-written in a special ceremony
on 28th April at the Synagogue.
Fortune and Neil Chamberlain had spent a shabbat weekend at Newcastle and were
able to be present for the Northern Chairs meeting. We were joined on-line by
Glasgow, and Hull, and had attendees from Hull, Manchester, Leeds, and Darlington.
(continued next page/)
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Newcastle Reform Synagogue

We shared information concerning synagogue investment, The Joint Jewish Burial
Society, what works for smaller synagogues, and what help we need from our larger
communities in the South.
Leeds, Sinai Synagogue have appointed a new Rabbi - Paul Moses Strasko, who is a jazz
musician!
Not only did we share information, we talked about being able to have a closed group discussion using internet technology- ‘Yammer'® software oﬀers this opportunity. In any event, our
next meeting of the Northern Chairs will be a video conference meeting on-line.
Darlington are streaming their services ( as were Auckland, New Zealand, when we were there
last month).
We spend some considerable time discussion the forthcoming Reform Judaism Covenant.
This document lays down standards that we can expect from our Synagogues belonging to
Reform Judaism. Even without any Rabbis present, there was quite a diversity of opinions,
and we ran out of time! Exactly whether the Covenant will be merely for guidance or have
more ‘bite’ remains to be seen. Food for thought indeed!
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23 May 2019 09:15-16:30
At West London Synagogue
Welcome by Rabbi Baroness Julia Neuberger DBE.
Building on the huge success of last year conference on Loneliness
and Isolation in 2018, we are excited to be able to offer this unique
opportunity to learn and share together aiming to make our communities places of wellbeing for all and truly open and welcoming to all
those who have mental health challenges.
Keynote speeches will be delivered by acclaimed Mental Health
campaigners Jonny Benjamin MBE, and Natasha Devon MBE,
Louis Weinstock, Psychotherapist, as well as Mark Harris, Outreach
Manager at Central London Samaritans.
The Conference Workshops will include topics such as:
• Self Care
• Singing for wellbeing
• Mindfulness
• Resilience
• LGBTQ+ and mental health
• CBT café – Cake Before Therapy!
• End of life support

For anyone wishing to attend this conference,
RJ will pay for your travel expenses.
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We are thrilled to tell you about the next Manchester Day Limmud
taking place on Sunday 30 June 2019.
Our programming team has had a really exciting few months researching and inviting a huge number of presenters. Over 60 presenters have indicated that they would like to be a part of Manchester Limmud and we hope that you will be too.
Presenters include; Clive Lawton, Mark Adlestone, David Benkof,
Robyn Ashworth-Steen, Dovid Lewis, Rachel Creegar,
Jonathan Davies, Raphael Zarum, Nechama Atlas, Ivan Lewis,
Louise Ellman, Daniel Cainer, Ian Ellis, Suzie Glaskie, Yanky
Fachler and many more.
Visit our website for our full list of presenters and sessions so far.
As well as sessions to entertain and stimulate you during the day,
there will be:
• a supervised crèche with professional staff for babies and toddlers;
• a full dedicated youth programme for children from age 4;
• a kosher bagel/sandwich lunch, and tea, coffee and biscuits
throughout the day;
• a shuk to browse and shop at your leisure
Once again, the event will be held at William Hulme's Grammar
School in Whalley Range, just 3 miles from the centre of Manchester.
Please visit our website for more information - it will be updated as
more sessions are confirmed.
Early bird discounts end 31 May - So BOOK NOW by clicking here.
We can't wait to see you at Limmud Manchester.

Limmud is a registered charity, no. 1083414 and a registered company no. 3903050
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We were pleased to just receive a late report from Fortune
Chamberlain as to the young person’s service on 27th April:
"During a special shabbat on Saturday 27 April, our young people
took part of the service and did really well, some read in Hebrew,
some read in English, all with confidence. It was such a delight to
share the bimah with them. There was a relaxed, happy atmosphere
and the congregation very much enjoyed their contributions.
Thank you to all the young people that took part, Fortune”.
We hope you enjoyed the service, and the social occasion that followed. Our thanks to Anne Kletz for her organisation and teaching input.
We would love to see even more young person’s activities in the
community, so if any of you have any ideas…? Do let us know!.
Summer is coming !
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Parasha 13 April Leviticus 14:1-20. מצרע
Leprosy was common in times gone by and still is a
problem in the poorer parts of the world today. Our parasha
dealt with the subject of leprosy as it was in biblical times.
God had given the Israelites very specific instructions on how
to deal with leprosy and other skin infections(Leviticus 13).
Anyone suspected of having this disease had to go to a priest
for examination(Leviticus 13:2-3). If found to be infected, “the
leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes
and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his
upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live
alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp”(Leviticus 13:45-46). The leper then was considered utterly unclean—physically and spiritually.
Incurable by man, many ancient people believed God inflicted the curse of leprosy upon people for the
sins they committed, and this idea adopted by the Christian Church for hundreds of years. In fact,
those with leprosy were so despised and loathed that they were not allowed to live in any community
with their own people(Numbers 5:2). Among the sixty-one defilements of ancient Jewish laws, leprosy
was second only to a dead body in seriousness. A leper wasn’t allowed to come within six feet of any
other human, including his own family. The disease was considered so revolting that the leper wasn’t
permitted to come within 150 feet of anyone when the wind was blowing. Lepers lived in a community
with other lepers until they either got better or died. This was the only way the people knew to contain the spread of the contagious forms of leprosy.
Today, leprosy is a mildly infectious disease associated with poverty, caused by a slow-growing type of
bacteria called Mycobacterium leprae (of the same group of bacteria as tuberculosis), it is easily cured
by antibiotics ( Dapsone, Rifampicin and Clofazimine in combination). Leprosy starts by damaging the
small nerves on the skin’s surface resulting in a loss of sensation. Without the sensation of pain, everyday activities are fraught with danger. Unnoticed burns and ulcers can lead to permanent disability. Due
to the inability to detect grit in the eye, blindness is a common consequence of leprosy. I have seen a
little of leprosy in this country when I studied dermatology, and also saw a little in India. One lasting
memory is our visit to the former leper colony on the Isle of Curieuse, in the Seychelles, well away
from civilisation, this was finally closed down in1968, in spite of Dapsone being around to treat leprosy from 1945.
According to the latest World Health Organisation statistics, there were 214,783 new cases of leprosy
diagnosed globally in 2016 – around one every two minutes. More than 60 per cent of these new diagnoses were in India. Due to the reluctance of leprosy patients to seek treatment because of the stigma
surrounding the disease, these figures are likely to be understated.
The leprosy mission is a charity that aims to help those with this debilitating, curable disease.
Please consider making a donation to this charitable organisation.

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk
Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe
Ref: https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-leprosy.html
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Parasha Sh’mini
30th March Numbers 19:1-10

Article based on the ‘D’Var Torah of Mina Abram-Hebblewaite’,
with additional commentary from Selwyn Goldthorpe
The red heifer (Hebrew:  ;פָָרה אֲֻדּמָהpara adumma), also known as the red cow, was a cow brought to
the priests as a sacrifice according to the Torah, and its ashes were used for the ritual purification of
Tum'at HaMet ("the impurity of the dead"), that is, an Israelite who had come into contact with a corpse.
This concept perhaps has wider connotations…
‘Perhaps summarising significant aspects of someone’s life, or key events in it, is not easily done.
Whether a person is alive or dead. In order to spread news quickly, the press are known to have prepared obituaries of people deemed significantly newsworthy. But errors do occur. May be you have
heard of Mark Twain’s report :’The report of my death was an exaggeration’.The press don’t always get
it right. Neither of course do we.’
It is with this in mind that I have asked the family of those relatives that have recently passed away
( may their memory be a blessing) to try to tell something of the life of the deceased to our readers. I
hope as editor of this newsletter to continue this policy.
‘At a funeral I once attended people were invited to spend a few moments reflecting on the uniqueness
of the recently departed individual: what that person meant to usual that we valued about and with her,
along with any sadness or regrets that, given this opportunity, we would want to put right before that
person was finally laid to rest. It was a precious and meaningful moment in time, much appreciated and
understood as a means of mentally putting things right, a kind of cleansing of conscience.
This cleansing of conscience, as we might refer to the principle of purification in relation to a corpse,
could be good not only for our own mental health and well-being, but may indeed lead to less ‘contamination’ in relation to others, and in our shul. Good consciences make for good relationships. And we
don’t need to wait for a person to become a corpse!’
I (SG) could not help but think of some humour….
An engineer died and arrived in heaven. A newly appointed angel, filling in for Gabriel checked his
dossier and grimly said, "Ah, you're an engineer; you're in the wrong place." So the engineer was cast
down to the gates of hell and was let in. Pretty soon, the engineer became gravely dissatisfied with the
level of comfort in hell, and began designing and building improvements. After a while, the underworld
had air conditioning, fire extinguishers, and flush toilets, and the engineer was becoming a pretty popular guy among the demons. One day, God called Satan up on the telephone and asked with a sneer,
"So, how's it going down there in hell?" Satan laughed and replied, "Hey, things are going great. We've
got air conditioning, fire extinguishers, and flush toilets, and there's no telling what this engineer is going
to come up with next." God's face clouded over and he exploded, "What? You've got an engineer?
That's a mistake; he should never have gone down there; send him up here." Satan shook his head, "No
way. I like having an engineer on the staﬀ, and I'm keeping him." God was as mad as he had ever been,
"This is not the way things are supposed to work and you know it. Send him back up here or I'll sue."
Satan laughed uproariously, "Yeah, right. And just where are YOU going to get a lawyer?"
(Sorry to any lawyer, I am sure all can be clarified at your funeral! - Selwyn)
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
by Susan Fox
International women's day on Friday March 8th reminded me of
the iconic women in the Tanakh who inspire because of the
way they lived; their courage, faith,
wisdom and spiritual insights, even in the toughest of circumstances. Apart from the Matriarchs, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel
and Leah, there are other women in the Tanakh such as Miriam, the sister of Aaron and Moses, whom is regarded as
inspirational. In addition to the traditional cup of wine which is
set aside for Elijah, some set aside a cup of water for Miriam at
the Pesach Seder ( as at our Synagogue’s seder). This tradition
is linked to the rabbinic legend of Miriam's well, based on a
legendary miraculous well that accompanied the Israelites
during their 40 years in the desert during the Exodus.
The unnamed sister of Moses is traditionally accepted as Miriam. She observes the
infant Moses being placed in the Nile in a basket, watching over his progress on the
river as the family try to save him.
In the Biblical narrative of the Exodus, she is described as a prophetess, when she
leads the Israelites in the "Song of the Sea"
after the Egyptian army is destroyed at the Sea of Reeds (Exodus 15). Concerning
her death in Numbers 20, "the entire congregation of Israel arrived at the desert of
Tzin in the first month, and the people settled in Kadesh. Miriam died and was
buried there".
Miriam was so highly thought of by the Children of Israel that they refuse to travel
in the wilderness until she recovers from Leprosy. (Numbers 12:15). It seems that
nature also honours Miriam, as the living waters of the Sea surround her she sings
the song of triumph after the crossing (Exodus 15.- 19); following her death, the
wells in the desert dry up (Num 20:2). Centuries later, prophecy remembers her as
the equal of Moses and Aaron in representing God before the people (Mic 6:8) and
Jeremiah says that in days to come, Israel will have a new exodus. "It will go forth
again with drums, dances, and merrymakers" (Jer 31:4). As the inaugurator of a
performance and composition tradition of song, drums, and dances in Israel, Miriam continues to resonate throughout Judaism's musical life. Interestingly, unlike
most women in the Tanakh, Miriam is never called wife or mother. It seems that
certain Jewish traditions cannot tolerate her status as a single woman.
(continued next page/)
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Dvorah (Deborah) meaning "bee" and is an anagram of "she spoke" (dibberah) is the only female judge mentioned in the Tanakh, the fourth one of preMonarchic Israel and also a prophet. The Book of Judges covers a period of
approximately 400 years after the death of Joshua. The tasks of the judges included overseeing legal aﬀairs, resolving legal disputes and engaging in administrative and military matters. Judges indicates that Deborah was a judge and
prophet for 40 years. She was renowned for her compassion, being called "a
mother in Israel", courage, faith and wisdom. As a judge, she helped people make
wise choices, acting with integrity in her duties and was totally committed to the
welfare of her people, uniting them and raising a standing army in her determination to ensure a military victory against the forces of Jabin, Canaaite monarch, under Sisera and achieve an ultimate lasting peace.
The Song of Deborah, a hymn of praise to God following the battle sung by Dvorah
and the Israelite general Barak, is found in chapter 5. Though it is not uncommon
read a victory hymn in the Tanakh, the Song of Deborah is unique in that it celebrates a military victory helped by two women, Deborah and Yael. Sisera sought
refuge in the tent of Yael and her husband, Heber the Kenite, whose people were
not at war with the Canaanites and may have metalsmiths, repairing weapons for
them. The Song of Deborah demonstrates no ambivalence with women warriors
and calls for Yael's deed to be blessed by other women.
In Judges 4:4-5 it is stated that "Deborah the prophetess judged Israel at the time;
she would sit under Deborah's Palm Tree between Ramah and Beth-El on Mount
Ephraim and the Israelites went up to her for her judgement". In a male-dominated
culture, she exercised her authority according to the way she believed she was
guided.
The harmony of women and the acceptance of non-Jewish women into Israelite
Society are at the heart of the Book of/Megillat Ruth (between Judges and 1
Samuel) . Following the death of Naomi's husband and two sons, the narrative decisively shifts into a story about women, Naomi herself and her two Moabite
daughters-in-law,Ruth and Orpah. Women are at the centre of every scene of the
story. Naomi tries to persuade Ruth and Orpah to return to their Moabite families
using the expression "Turn back, each of you your mother's house" instead of the
more usual "father's house". The wording emphasises the idea that at a time of
grief, women need a female supportive environment, where they can regain their
strength and rebuild their lives. The three women are portrayed as active, decisive,
taking the initiative, setting and achieving goals for their own lives. Ruth must have
wondered about the life ahead of her and how she would support herself as an
impoverished foreigner and a widow. She had shared anxiety, grief and loneliness
with Naomi, deciding to stand by her and return to Judah.. This part of the Biblical
account contains Ruth's most moving speech of loyalty not only to Naomi but also
(continued next page/)
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to her adoptive faith of Judaism (Ruth 1: 16 -17). The friendship between Naomi and
Ruth is one of the most touching in the Tanakh. Women took an active part in all
stages of food production, including helping to glean barley in the fields, as Ruth did
in order to feed herself and Naomi to get a store of grain for winter. Gleaning was a
recognised form of charity for disadvantaged people such as orphans, widows and
foreigners who could walk behind the harvesters, collecting what was left. The Book
of Ruth depicts the struggles of Naomi and Ruth for survival in a patriarchal environment and provides a strong female perspective on the Israelites settling of the
Promised Land.
Rahab is a Canaanite woman in Jericho, triply marginalised as a woman, a
Canaanite and alleged sex worker living on the margins of society, who could be
described as a Biblical heroine. She is famous for helping the Spies sent into Caanan
to report back to the Jewish camp as to the state of their defences. Local people inform the king of Jericho about the spies and when the king asks Rahab to give the
men up to him, she oﬀers them safety in exchange for protecting her "entire family"
and then falsely reports that the men have escaped. Just before the two spies are let
down to safety, Rahab explains that she is aware that the land of Caanan is part of
the Promised Land, that she has heard about the Israelites ' escape from Egypt and
the victory over the Amorites, giving her spiritual insight, ultimately
acknowledging her belief in the one true God.
Huldah (2 Kings & 2 Chronicles), in her time regarded as a prophetess, had the
knowledge and spirituality to interpret what was and what was not authentic
regarding matters of Jewish law. Regrettably the Tanakh only oﬀers a little background information about her and that is mainly through that of her husband. The
Huldah Gates of the Southern Wall in the Temple Mount are named after her.
Let us remember the importance of the women of the Bible .

Have you had enough to eat?
Remember to put your spare in
date food cans, packets, and
toiletries in the charity box near
to the front doors of the
synagogue for the food bank.
Nothing goes to waste.
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Need a
break?
In need of

The Southport Rest Home
Choice of long or short stays,
permanent residency
*Friendly atmosphere
*24 hour care
*Rooms available at reasonable rates
*Excellent food from our Kosher kitchens
*Conservatory overlooking Hesketh Park
*Beautiful synagogue for your convenience
Also available : self-contained flats
Enquiries to Dee on 01704 531975
The Home is looking for volunteers to take chair-bound
residents out to the nearby local park and amenities.
If you can spare a little time for this mitzvah, please contact
Julie on the above number. You are only young once!
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A rabbi was once passing through a field where he saw a very old
man planting an oak tree. ‘Why are you planting that tree?’ Said he.
‘You surely do not expect to live long enough to see the acorn grow
up into an oak tree?’
‘Ah,’ replied the old man, ‘my ancestors planted trees not for themselves, but for us, in order that we might enjoy their shade and fruit. I
am doing likewise for those who will come after me’
Talmud Ta’anit 23a

A legacy to Southport and District Reform Synagogue today
is a special gift to our tomorrow.
After considering your family and friends, you may also want to leave an
amount in your will to charities. Please consider making S&DRS one of your
charities. S&DRS future will be all the more secure so that our children may continue to practice the religion of their choice in Southport.
The responsibility to protect what was given
to us, build on it and pass it on to the next
generation in a better, stronger state is incumbent on us all. The gift of continuity in
your will, whether large or small, will help to
ensure that our community will continue for
generations to come.
L’dor v’dor—from generation to generation.
Remember S&DRS when writing your will. Even if you have already made a will,
you can amend it at any time and make your gift by using a simple document, a codicil. We can provide the correct wording for this. It is always advisable to seek professional advice when drafting something as important as a will. S&DRS can supply you
with details of a number of local solicitors who are willing to offer advice.
Please give this some thought - your contribution can make a significant difference.
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The following kind people have been elected to
serve on the Council of
Southport Reform Synagogue

Chairman Chair

Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe

Vice Chair

Gillian Goldthorpe

Honorary Secretary

Fortune Chamberlain

Honorary Treasurer

Tony Kletz

Presiding Warden

Duly Platt

Other members of the Synagogue’s Council :

Mina Abram-Hebblethwaite

Joan Brooke

Faith Choueke

Richard Choueke

Sue Fox

Harry Kessler

Anne Kletz

Matt Suher

‘Let us come together in God’s name and prepare to do God’s will’
from Prayer for Committee Meetings, p 366 Siddur, Forms of Prayer 2008

Southport Reform & District Synagogue is a registered charity, number 227576.
Please be advised that our complaints procedure is available from the synagogue office.

As a synagogue member should you not wish to receive the membership copy of L’Chayim and wish to unsubscribe, please e-mail the synagogue office or send a message via the web site to the synagogue office.
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