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Message from the Synagogue Chairman:

What a year! It feels like a prison sentence gone wrong.
For those of you that have lost loved ones this year, 2020 must
seem particularly tainted. We have not even had the chance to
hold community prayers for those we have lost! There is some
sense of being together as one family when
we meet for a proper service. I am sure that individual prayers
are still of value, however there is something about belonging,
being together.
I have watched during this month, the Covid infection rate
climb from 25 per one hundred thousand Sefton residents per
week to over 400 as I write today. When will this terror end?
When will this
Speaking medically, I don’t know. Until we have a reliable cure
or an eﬀective vaccine we may have to live with our new
terror end ?
reality. How this impacts on us as a community is really
important. It is so easy to turn your back on your community
and become insular - in fact the Public Health and Government would be very pleased to
see us all become insular, living in our own bubble of safety. Is this practical? Is this wise?
Reform Judaism has relaxed some of its rules for services realising this pandemic is
ongoing. It is possible to have a socially distanced service in a Synagogue, the numbers of
attendees being limited, wearing masks, not socialising, coming and leaving as a
household, with no singing, and no catering (this includes kiddush). Then we have to
consider risk. Most of the deaths from Covid are over the
age of 60 years, with the 85 year + doing especially bad.
‘We will emerge
At present we have no plans to re-open the Synagogue
from this experience until at least the risk in Sefton is down in the 20s /
100000 of population. As I write, we are on the
stronger.’
Governments top tier, 3. This is definitely a case of not
having your cake and eating it!
It is my sincere hope that members of our community will continue
to support each other during this diﬃcult time and we will emerge
from this experience stronger.
Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe
Chairman of Council
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EDITORIAL

Selwyn and Gillian Goldthorpe,
editors of L’Chayim

We can look forward to Chanukkah, it is one of those
festivals that truly sheds a happy light on Judaism, in spite
of the gruesome Chanukkah story you will find on page 4 as
to why we may want to eat dairy products at Chanukkah.
Where there is Judaism there is food, with the exception of
Yom Kippur!

With food for thought, we do have a report about Yom
Kippur from Susan Fox ( page 8), and Shelley Yavetz has told
us about her own dramatic Yom Kippur from the 1973 war when she was living in Israel
( page 10). Her father had his own war time encounters which he wrote about in 1944- we
are able to reproduce this article, thanks to Shelley.( page12). A lovely mazel tov on the
birth of Shelley’s first grand-daughter Naomi ( page 15).
We have included an account of Rabbi Golby’s discussion with our community ( via Zoom®)
prior to Rosh Hashanah ( page 6) as we continue to social distance and respect
each other’s health considerations.
Please remember to try to buy a poppy, if necessary on line , or make a donation
(https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/). A reminder of the importance of Remembrance Day is on
page 16.
Liberal Judaism has updated their thinking about chuppahs ( page 23).
We continue to oﬀer support within L’Chayim, ( also
thanks to Anne Kletz’s work with the community)
and have supplied contact details for some mental
well being support; we are trying to make the best
of what has been a very diﬃcult, and at times
upsetting year before it all goes down the pan!
This that in mind, Gillian and I wish you a very
happy end of year festive season, and our best
wishes for a healthy and happy 2021. Just
remember that not everything is what it seems to
be as we seek to protect ourselves.

Remember to be safe
This pandemic is not over
until the fat lady sings!
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CHANUKKAH - 1st Night, 25th Kislev,
that is Thursday 10th December.
8th night is Thursday 17th December
We welcome Shabbat and Chanukkah.
candle lighting together on Friday 11th
December with an on-line Zoom®
meeting, commencing 6pm.
Details to be issued from the oﬃce.
Article and Photographs, by Selwyn Goldthorpe

There is something very special about Chanukkah. Perhaps the light of the candles provide
some continuity to life. I have memories of lighting the Chanukkah candles in our Synagogue
as a child, and having to be held up by my parents to reach the top of the candles as our
chanukkia was like the one in our shul, too high for your
average youngster to reach. For some reason, that I am
“There is something
unaware of, it was always the youngest member of the
synagogue who lit the first candle. I always had that honour
special about
as I was for ever the youngest member of our synagogue as
the congregation dwindled and the shul eventually closed
Chanukkah”.
when I was 16 years old.
I am told that the optimum time to light the chanukkia is
within a half-hour of when the stars appear, though as long as it
is still night it is permissible. One must have enough fuel for the
candles to burn at least half an hour ( olive oil is especially
valued as this is more in keeping with the Chanukkah account.
I am sure every one knows to light the candles from left to right,
however do you know why? One authority says, Chanukkah
candles are a rabbinic enactment, because the miracle
happened during a time when there was no prophecy. And so
this procedure, which accords with the Talmud rulings of Beit
Hillel and the Shulchan Aruch, is the most widely adopted
rabbinic ruling, and that is why we light Chanukkah candles
left to right in most households. ( see the additional notes at
the end about what was said by these Rabbis)
Once the lights have burnt beyond half-hour, they may be
extinguished, though many have the practice not to do so no
matter how long the candles may burn. If a candle goes out
before the half-hour is up, it does not have to be re-lit unless the
circumstances of its lighting did not really provide it with the potential to burn for the requisite
time (such as if it was lit in a windy room).

continued next page
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On Fridays, Chanukkah candles are lit a few minutes before Shabbat candles; Shabbat
candles should be lit at the usual time. The menorah will require larger candles or more oil
than on other days in order to enable the lights to burn until a half-hour after the stars
appear. On Saturday night, the more common practice is to perform havdalah before
lighting the chanukkia at home, though there are those whose practice is the opposite. The
universal practice in the synagogue is to light the chanukkia before reciting havdalah.
If one doesn’t have enough candles to light according to the day (three candles on day
three, four candles on day four, etc.), then he should only light a single candle (and not two
on day three or three on day four).
Fried food in particular reminds us of the miracle of the oil and the candles that burned for
eight days after the Maccabees won back the temple in Jerusalem. Dairy products are often
eaten during Chanukkah. The tradition has its roots in the story of Judith (Yehudit) who
saved her village from the Syrians by making an oﬀering of cheese and wine to the
governor of the enemy troops. Judith encouraged the governor to get drunk. After he
collapsed on the floor, she beheaded him with his own sword and took his head back to the
village in a basket. When the Syrian troops discovered their governor had been beheaded,
they fled. Charming!
It is customary to play games at
Chanukkah, so let’s not get carried
away with this, the most common
game uses a dreidel and is a popular
way of helping children to remember
the great miracle. A dreidel , as I am
sure you are aware, as we have all
been children, is a spinning top with a
diﬀerent Hebrew letter inscribed on
each of its four sides. The four letters
form an acronym that means: 'A great
miracle happened there.’ The stakes
are usually chocolate coins but
sometimes pennies, peanuts or
raisins are also used. Each player
puts a coin in the pot and takes it in
turns to spin the dreidel. The letter on
which the dreidel stops determines
each player's score. Other games
include trying to knock other players' dreidels
down and trying to spin as many dreidels as possible at any one time. Yes, we do know
how to bring our children up to appreciate business!
If that wasn’t enough we are accustomed to giving presents to our children, typically
chocolate money wrapped in gold or silver foil, gelt ( from the Yiddish for money), though if
this isn’t enough real money does take its place. This custom of giving presents dates back
to the Middle Ages.
Anyway, I hope this article has shed a little light into your life, and increased your awareness
of Chanukkah candle lighting. There are many unresolved issues about the subject to keep
our Rabbis in business- as with all things, we stand on the shoulders of those that have
gone before us. Even as a child lighting the Chanukkah candles, it can be an uplifting
experience.
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Whatever your practice, I hope you have a happy Chanukkah and it has fond memories for you.
No matter what we feel about the present Covid crisis, remember there is light at the end of the
tunnel !

Additional notes from the Talmud:
In Talmudic times two great sages—Rabbis Hillel and Shammai—debated whether to light one more

candle for each of the eight nights of Hanukkah until the menorah was full, or to start with all eight
candles and then light one less each night until the menorah was empty. Shammai argued that we
should light one less until the end of Chanukkah because that is what would have happened with the
miracle of the oil burning for eight nights: the light would have become smaller each night until it
went out.
Hillel argued that by lighting one candle for each day of Chanukkah, we express the miracle of the
lights that burned for eight days. By extension, when we follow Hillel’s opinion we add more light to
our world each day on both a physical and spiritual level. Light brings hope, and reminds us to
continue shining hope, faith, and good deeds into the darkest corners of our world, even with Covid.
Hillel’s ruling won the day. I have yet to meet someone who lights the candles according to Shammai;
however, the debate about which side we put the candles in first, and which direction we light from
first, causes me to question my choices and seek instructions every year. Most sources agree that we
put the candles in from the right side, then light the newest candle first which means that we light
from left to right. In this way, our hand never crosses over or casts a shadow on the lights of the
candles, but only if we are using our right hand to light the candles! Oh dear, I’m left handed.
What should you do if you use your left hand? If the menorah is in the centre of a room, which side is
which? These issues were debated, too and can be found in the Halachipedia page on Lighting
Chanukkah candles. That is why we have Rabbis!
Ref:

https://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Lighting_Chanukah_Candles
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Why are these High Holydays diﬀerent from
all other High Holydays?’
Rabbi Golby

A community discussion, online, led by
Rabbi Amanda Golby , 13th September.
This report by Selwyn Goldthorpe.

Inventive thinking is just that. There is no guarantee of outcome satisfaction when we are looking
at what will help the community when it comes to having the High Holy Days. The only thing we
can be assured of is that it will be a diﬀerent, and personal experience for each and every
member of our community. There may be winners and losers. Expectations can be both
optimistic and pessimistic.
Missing out on the community gathering together? We have the chance to be together ( for those
that are able ) online. As we are a widespread community, this may help people that would not be
able to travel to our services in Southport. Remember, some of us have family and friends
scattered around the globe.
We have the opportunity to join services from overseas. Exactly how the time zones will work,
who knows, however, God is all around us, even if New Year comes into being, for the sake of
argument, in New Zealand, 12 hours before our day, does it matter? Apparently, Rabbi explained
that even in Israel they have two days for Rosh Hashanah ( this is due to the influence of French
Jews in the middle ages), whilst all other festivals last for one day. Not only that, we were told
that although New Year is the first day of the seventh month in the Jewish calendar, some people
in Israel celebrate four New Years per year - you can’t have too much of a good thing!
1.The First of Nisan was considered the new year for counting the years of the reigns of kings in
ancient Israel. It is also the new year for ordering the Jewish holidays.
2.The second new year's day is on the first day of Elul, the sixth month of the Hebrew calendar,
which usually falls in the late summer (August). According to the Mishnah, this was the new year
for animal tithes. It was used to determine the start date for the animal tithe to the priestly class in
ancient Israel, similar to how we use 1st April as the start of our financial year. It now is seen as a
new year for pets.
3. Rosh Hashanah, is seen traditionally as the date when the world was created.The month of
Nisan is closely tied with the festival of Passover; and while Rosh Hashanah is seen as the
anniversary of the creation of the world, the first day of Nisan is seen as the anniversary of the
founding of the Jewish people when they escaped from Egypt during the Passover story. In
ancient times, it was also used for calculating certain tithes, such as those for vegetables, and for
calculating the start of Sabbatical and Jubilee years when land was left fallow. The new year on
the first of Nisan is mentioned in both Exodus 12:2 and Deuteronomy 16:1. Rosh Hashanah on
the first day of Tishrei is described in Numbers 29:1-2 and Leviticus 23:24-25.
4.Tu B'Shvat is considered the new year's day for trees, and has taken on something of an
environmental issue significance.
Exactly how you celebrate(d) New Year is up to you. Rabbi suggested trying out what works best
for you by focusing on what is meaningful to you about this special time. Whether it is lighting
candles, enjoying the sweetness of apple and honey ( Who said food is not important to Jewish
continued next page
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people?), making kiddush, saying in contact with people, or finding meaning in prayers and study
passages. All of these things are achievable with minimum eﬀort. Going online and joining
services, dipping here and there as the day goes on, is possible. Here is the opportunity to join
world class Rabbis and Cantors, to experience something diﬀerent from our usual Southport
service, though I must say we have been blessed by a diversity of student rabbis in recent years,
each one bringing their unique, and enthusiastic spirit about the New Year, making our services
extra special.
For Rabbi Golby, focusing on yourself as a person, as well as the community, is important. How
can I improve? This is time for reflection leading to change.
Many of us said how important it was to hear the sound of
the shofar. We were not alone with this thought. Rabbi
mentioned that many communities are planning an outdoor
sounding of the shofar, and in Saint Albans, the cathedral
is having a shofar blowing from the top of its tower!
The Ashkenazim Jews traditionally blow 100 shofar
sounds, Sephardic Jews, 101 ( for you purists this is
because the name of the most harmful angel is based on
the letter samech, numerical value 60, and mem, numerical
value 40. On the other hand, 101 is the total of arch good
angel Micha-el’s name (mem=40, Yud=10, Chaf=20,
Aleph=1, Lamed=30)
Yemenite Jews blow the shofar 41 blasts.
The four types of sounds traditionally blown from the shofar have many interpretations making
them a sort of spiritual Morse Code, which have an emotional context as we have heard the blasts
from the start of our memories. Rabbi Golby suggested that the notes came from many diﬀerent
sources of religious writings.
Shofar Sounds:
Tekiah – One long blast
Shevraim – Three medium blasts
Teruah – Nine or ten short staccato sounds
Tekiah Gedolah – One extra long note ( Thanks to Neil Chamberlain for his excellent eﬀort last year,
we will really miss this ).
There are many rabbis and therefore many interpretations as to why we have the shofar sounds
( for example see https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4387/jewish/100-Sounds.htm) .
Personally, I think it is a shame that the fine, Jewish composer Felix Mendelssohn ( grandson of the
famous philosopher, Moses Mendelssohn), did not write an overture for the shofar, something of a
Midsummer’s Nights dream? The Jewish composer Bernstein ( of the famed musical, West Side
Story): The Jets' call that opens West Side Story ("da-daaa-DAH") simulates the call of the shofar,
and he repeats this sound in the overture to Candide. The shofar call is certainly deep within us all.
However you chose to have your New Year, I hope you found it meaningful. If not, you could have
always have had Yom Kippur for your sins, as Rabbi Golby has given us every opportunity to shape
this rather, I hope, unique, Rosh Hashanah, into something personally fulfilling Our grateful
thanks for that.
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HIGH HOLY DAYS

WHERE WERE YOU ?

A view from
Susan Fox

Kol Nidrei and Yom Kippur were very strange experiences for many of us, as it
was the first time that these occasions were spent away from synagogue where
it is easier from my experience, to focus the mind on the spiritual implications of
Kol Nidrei and Yom Kippur and cheerfully observe the Fast, which after all is
only 25 hours.
For my part, I joined the Yom Kippur Service by telephone link to Liverpool
Reform Synagogue (LRS) which was led by Rabbi Warren Elf. I understand that
there was a group from Southend Reform Synagogue (where Rabbi Elf is a parttime rabbi in addition to Liverpool) at the virtual service. It was a meaningful and
poignant service throughout the day. Participants were asked, at the appropriate
time, by Rabbi Elf, to choose a prayer from either Rosh Hashonah or Yom Kippur
Matzors' study anthologies. I chose the following from the Rosh Hashonah
matzor written by Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild. As an enthusiastic gardener, this
passage resonates with me ( this has been edited a little by me) :
"Any gardener knows the importance of the work done in the autumn.

My mother calls this "putting the garden to bed", a phrase I have adopted as
it reminds me that the work is not to end life in the garden, but to create the
best conditions for it to thrive. Sometimes we have to 'put things to bed ' to
encourage a dormancy which is no sleep but is space for growth and
development, allowing the life force to gathering and express itself again.
The internal work of Elul and Tishri parallel the outdoor work in the garden.
As I cut back and prune, dig and divide corms and tubers ......... my mind is
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sifting and worrying the knotty problems threading through my soul,
attempting to let go of, or at least prune the habits that have grown out of
control. As I compost garden waste knowing that it will feed a new
generation, I think about how I can best repurpose some of my emotions and
thoughts for a healthier soul. No gardener throws out anything that can be
useful and no soul sifter should either. We both know that new life flourishes
on the bed of what came before; we simply have to put the work in, to turn
The unwanted and and helpful bits into nourishment, and remove those which
threaten to overshadow or strangle new life just waiting to burst. to the
surface”.
Later in the afternoon I joined our own synagogue
bespoke Yitzkor service, which was movingly taken by
Fortune with the names of the Dearly Departed
Members of Congregation read out by Gillian.
Sukkot is festival encouraging us to reconnect with
the Natural World. For the Israelites, the successful in
gathering of fruit and vegetables for the harvest was
crucial because of the subsequent entire winter
could be in jeopardy. There has been much
speculation as to why the Four Species of plants
were chosen for the celebration of Sukkot, and not
the Seven Species, which included Figs, Grapes
and
Pomegranates. The
Thanks to Fortune ( pictured in the sukkah)
instructions In Leviticus
and Gillian for the Yitzkor service
23: 39 - 40 are clear, that
the Israelites shall take
fruit of a magnificent tree (lulav), branches of palm trees
(lulav) boughs of leafy trees (hadass) and willows of
the brook (arava).
These species were plentiful in
those times and could be easily found; they have a
green and pleasant appearance and some an
agreeable odour, such as Citron and Myrtle. Also,
they are at the height of bloom at time of Sukkot and
keep for duration of the festival.
I hope your High Holy Days were as meaningful as mine,

This year at home….
Next year in the synagogue for Yom Kippur 5782.
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My Yom Kippur - 1973
by Shelley Yavetz
I would like to share with L’Chayim readers some memories of our
experience of the Yom Kippur war of 1973.
My husband and I were then living in the development town of Carmiel, situated
between Acre and Haifa, as part of an urban kibbutz named Kvutzat Sha’al. Our
group was going through a diﬃcult transition, as several members had decided
to leave and return to the USA, and not all the remaining members wished to
remain in our collective. The pressures on a small group had been immense,
and the strain had become obvious. There was some families who decided to
join traditional agricultural kibbutzim and others who decided to move and live
independently in larger Israeli cities.
My husband, Shalom, was a clinical psychologist employed by the kibbutz
movement in northern Israel, so we made the decision to relocate to the
western Carmel area of Haifa, which would allow access to his work base.
Naturally there were many technical arrangements to be made, but as often
happens in Israel, "something comes up”.Shalom received a “call up to army
reserve duty”, unexpectedly, and dutifully went oﬀ for the required 30 days! I
had previously been running a wonderful children's nursery full time, which has
sadly closed its doors when our collective disbanded, so I had lots of time and
not enough to do. Fortunately, I had friends living on kibbutzim in the area and
oﬀered to volunteer to work in the Children's Communal Education Houses on
Kibbutz Machanayim,( see photo below) which was situated north of Rosh Pina,
en route to the Golan Heights.
As I've said before, things don't often
go "to plan "in Israel, so on arrival at
the Kibbutz I was politely asked if I
wouldn't mind working in the
communal dining room instead, "As
the coordinator had been (yes, you've
guessed it…) called up for “miluim”,
i.e.army reserve duty! All went well
until a bad stomach bug broke out on
Machanayim how many of us came
down with it! So, it wasn't surprising that on the
6th of October 1973, I was resting at home,
‘ I saw planes in the
nursing my stomach. I could hear what sounded
like the boom of distant thunder and presumed
distance, heading
that a storm was coming. The booming became
towards us ..’
louder and closer and I went outside to take a look,
perhaps it was starting to rain….?? Outside, the
sky was dark but dry . Suddenly, I saw planes in the distance, heading towards
us and before I knew it, they were sweeping low and the unmistakable sound of
continued next page
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aircraft shells rang out. I ran back in the house laid on the floor and crawled to put on
some clothing, then ran out of the house. By this time, many others were running
outside too. I knew where the air raid shelter was located but
somebody shouted for us to come to the Children's Houses and
‘Shells were grab the babies and smaller children, who needed carrying into
the shelters. Shells were falling around us as we carried the
falling
children to safety, only to find that the two air raid shelters were
around us’
locked and nobody had a key! Eventually we gained entry only to
find that the shelters had been flooded by September rainfall and
so we stood in water which reached way above our ankles holding
screaming, frightened babies and children. Eventually, the water was removed and dry
sacks covering the ground, we were able to sort out the children onto bunks beds and
mattresses and feed them some food.
I think it was fortunate that most of us were unaware that Syrian tanks had broken all
the way through from the Golan Heights and had reached an area named “Naf-Ach”,
barely 5 km from the kibbutz. On the way down to Israel, they had rolled through a new
young kibbutz called “Ramat HaMagshimim”, built on the Golan, and had searched for
Israelis to take as prisoners of war. Tragically two kibbutzniks were gunned down, but
the majority escaped harm, some hiding underground in a cellar. The Syrians swift
advance lead to urgent evacuation of Israeli settlements on the “Heights”. Only small
armoured units – a few tanks, a company here and a company there, were between the
Syrian tanks and the Jordan and Hula Valleys, which halted the enemy, thanks to the
sacrifice of their crews.
The Yom Kippur war was the reverse of the Six Day War, instead of a swift dramatic
victory, there were a large numbers of casualties, misreading of the battlefields; and on
the Southern Front, the fall of the Suez Canal strongholds, with many Israelis either
captured or killed by the Egyptians. It was a severe trauma to national morale. 2600
Israelis fell in the Yom Kippur War and 7500 were wounded. 300 Israeli fighting men
were captures as prisoners of war
Two weeks after the onset of war, I was able to make my way back to Carmiel (very
slowly, as all the roads up to the Golan Heights were blocked by Israeli tanks and
command cars travelling North) I had received no word from my husband nor from my
brother who had been living near us in Carmiel. On my return I received word that
Shalom was alive and well. He was released from active duty the following week, but
quickly recalled to serve as an army psychologist for a further month. My brother
Michael was less fortunate; he had been called up to the Southern Front, on the
Egyptian border, where his unit remained for several months. They had witnessed
heavy fighting and casualties, and Mike had been forced to leave his pregnant wife
Tanya for all that time. He was released barely two weeks before his first child was
born. Their baby boy’s brit took place at our home in Carmiel in April 1974. The baby
was aptly names “Amichai” ( “my people lives”)
The beloved national poet Yehuda Amichai wrote these poignant lines after the war :
“The October sun warms our dead
Grief is a heavy wooden board,
Tears are nails.”
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The following is an article by Shelley’s late father, Barnett
Sheildhouse who wrote about his Yom Kippur experiences
in 1944 in Italy which he wrote for the Southport Hebrew
congregations magazine “In Touch” when he was 90 in
1994 .
“It was 50 years ago and I remember it like yesterday”
Shelley Yavetz writes,
“In memory of my late father, Barnett Sheildhouse”…….
YOM KIPPUR
1944

A Memorable Day
During The 1939-45 War

Barnett Sheildhouse

Fifty years ago I was a soldier with the British Forces serving with the Allied Command in Italy.
Our unit was stationed near Salerno on the Italian coast. In August 1944 orders were posted in all
units and military establishments notifying all Jewish personnel that a special Yom Kippur service
was to be held in October. The authorities had arranged for a huge cinema to be taken over in
Naples. This would accommodate approximately 2000 Jewish troops from every unit operating in
Italy; American, Canadian, British, Polish, Cypriot and Palestinian (no Israel at that time). The orders
were that all Jewish soldiers from a very wide area, covering many regiments from the various armies
who came under the jurisdiction of the Allied Command were to be given the opportunity to take part
in this special one-oﬀ Yom Kippur service. (This was strictly subject to the precedence of war duties).
A major conflict was still raging in Italy and a hard slogging match it was indeed.
Jewish soldiers in my unit were ordered to report to our company oﬃce to register for the journey.
There were 8 professing Jews in our unit which was a fairly large one with upwards of 600 personnel.
The O.C. Regimental was a typical Indian army type with bristling moustache and a temper to
match.
The 8 Hebrews comprised of 1 staﬀ sergeant, 1 corporal and 6 privates. In the army responsibility
is commensurate with rank. The staﬀ sergeant was aged 25 years and I believe from the Sunderland
area. He was a likeable chap who took his army duties very seriously and woe betide any squaddie
who took liberties with him.
When the O.C. notified him to take charge he said simply that although he was a born Jew he did
not believe in religion of any kind and asked to be excused from duties of this type. The O.C. could
not believe his ears. He went purple with rage. He simply could not believe that any Jew would not
wish to celebrate Yom Kippur. He had always known from his lifetime experience that the Day of
Atonement was the most important in the Jewish calendar. However, the staﬀ sergeant stood his
ground and was eventually dismissed with little disguised disgust.
Next in rank was me - Corporal Barnie Shieldhouse. I was instructed to take over, which I
did with great gusto.
The day prior to the Festival the 7 of us assembled, collected our 48 hour passes, rations and
blankets and clambered onto the army lorry. Away we went on a very bumpy ride to Naples.
continued next page
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We were to be billeted with a Palestinian (Jewish) company of the Royal Army Service Corps who
had temporary H.Q. in Naples. On arriving ! reported to their C.O. and we were assigned a sergeant
to look after our needs and show us the ropes. |
He escorted us to the canteen, pointing out a small queue of soldiers at one window and a very
much larger queue at another. He explained that the one queue was for those who were fasting and
the other was for those who for various reasons were not. We were then shown the sleeping quarters
and latrines in the basement of this huge building. We were to sleep on the floor, anywhere where
one could bag 6 feet of space. Many soldiers were already in possession but we were quickly made
welcome and accommodated.
Believe it or not, there were 2 Liverpudlians amongst those already in possession, both of whom
I knew well. One was Issy Karp, whose well known family owned a large textile factory and
warehouse in Lord Nelson Street. (He unfortunately passed away some years ago). The
other compatriot was Morry Harris who worked for a firm called Rosen Ltd., a very likeable chap
and we embraced warmly on meeting and stayed together for nearly the whole Festival.
(I sadly learned that Morry Harris passed away in June 1994, aged 85: “His race was well and truly
run.’)
After a clean up and a hearty meal with a distinct hamishe flavour (our hosts were Palestinian Jews
to the core) we made our way to the cinema for the service. At this stage I must impress that the
atmosphere of the Neopolitan air plus the Jewish food, relaxation of army discipline, non-stop
smoking prior to the service and the discovery of long forgotten friends engendered a whooping
holiday binge. It was all hob-nobbing and hail fellow well met but soon this happy go lucky
attitude changed. Kol Nidre was to begin at 6 pm and the cinema filled rapidly. It was wonderful
see Jewish servicemen from a host of allied countries waiting patiently whilst chaplains
arranged platforms for the VIPs and army Cantors and Rabbis.
As the time approached there was a great expectant hush and at a given signal a small procession
headed by a bearded Rabbi in resplendent military uniform carrying the solitary Sepher Torah (loaned
by the Rome Jewish congregation) entered. The Sepher was placed on the makeshift Bimah and the
service began with the combined voices of the chaplains and cantors giving voice to the words of the
immortal Yom Kippur Service.

כל נדרי וחרמי

Kol Nidre, Vessoray,

Vecharomay …..
The strength and power of the voices hit you like a clap of thunder. One was immediately transported
back to one’s home surroundings, to the bosom of one’s family and to the familiar home shul where
one had grown up - remembering standing by fathers and elders. You were thinking of the folks at
home and no doubt at this time they were thinking and praying for you. Although we were in a far oﬀ
foreign land one felt united with those at home on hearing Kol Nidre; a rare and precious moment.
Davening was to prove diﬃcult as hardly anyone possessed a Machzor. However the American
Armed Forces Welfare Units had issued abridged Y.K. versions in booklet form (I still have mine.) So
in the absence of Tallisim and Machzorim we still knew what we were here for.

” ” אל רחום וחנון. Hashem, Hashem, El Rachum
Verchanun ….These glorious tunes, part of our living heritage, were sung with great gusto by every
man as they were so familiar to us all. And so to  אבינו מלכנוAvinu Malkenu The Evening
Service ended. We dispersed to our billets for a good chin wag and an equally good rest in
preparation for the big day.
At 10 a.m. the excellently attended Shacharis Service began. There was a long interval before
Musaph and the attendance fell throughout the day. Most soldiers had never been to Naples and
went sightseeing - ‘See Naples and Die’ runs the blurb and for some that’s how it was.
continued next page
This page was kindly sponsored by Shelley Yavetz

13

One of the unusual features of Shacharis and Mincha was the absence of Aliyot. The Yizkor Service
was also dispensed with, evidently realising that the feelings engendered would be too
poignant and cause much grief to all concerned. Of course one of the most heart rending pieces was
listened to in pin-drop silence

 ונתנה תקףUnesaneh Tokef This beautiful piece, when we reflect on uncertain futures, was
followed by  בראש השנה יכתבוןBerosh Hashana Yecosavun, reminding us of the fates

decided for the coming year on Rosh Hashana and sealed on Yom Kippur but how Penitence, Prayer
and Charity וצדקה

 ותשובה ותפלהTeshuva, Tephila, Tzdoka would avert the evil decree.

To the cynical all this sounded hollow and unreal. As soldiers in the middle of a ferocious war the
future did not seem too bright but hope springs eternal in man and so disagreeable forecasts are
brushed aside. One adopts the policy and belief that if ‘your name is not on it, you are not going to
get it’. The assembly filled rapidly for Neilah. At this point one could really feel the nervous tension in
the air. The knowledge that in a short time we would disperse to our diﬀerent units and in many cases
to the sound of shot and shell, had a very sobering eﬀect.
The shrill blast of the Shofar meant a warning and a release of tension and the advent of

 אבינו מלכנוAvinu Malkenu gave us the last chance of ‘collectively voicing our loud and clear
supplication to our Maker for His Mercy.

שמע ישראל

Hear O Israel. It was all over. Finished.

With much hand shaking and shoulder hugging came the partings. Each group of men moving to
their collection points - back to who knew what and possibly to their ultimate destiny. With the final
address from the leading oﬃciating chaplain ringing in our ears we said our good-byes and spilled out
into the night. A never to be forgotten event was over. And I for one fifty years later,
remember it like it was only yesterday.

Barnett Shieldhouse, September1994

(who was later mentioned in Despatches - ed.)
[ From In Touch, No 45, contributed to L’Chayim by Shelley Yavetz, loving daughter of Barnett
Shieldhouse]

continued next page
This page was kindly sponsored by Shelley Yavetz
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Naomi Gittel Yavetz
Born 7th September 2020 (18th Elul
5780) in Liverpool, weight 6lb 12oz
A daughter for Maor and Susie Yavetz
A granddaughter for Shelley Yavetz

Mazeltov

KOL NIDRE APPEAL
The appeal will remain open until the end of
December so that if you haven’t already contributed
you still have the chance, thank you.

Please send your contribution to
Tzedakah: Charity

the Oﬃce.

We are pleased to tell you that the Kol Nidre Appeal so
far has raised

£890
for our good causes.
This is an outstandingly generous amount for a
small shul.
Well done and thank you for your support.
Chairman, on behalf of Executive and Council.
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They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither
shall they learn war any more.
( Isaiah 2:4 ).
Judaism is the source of one of the earliest and humane visions of a
society of friendship among nations, where war is obsolete, and people of
different cultures are bound in their sense of humanity as one race.
Jewish law allows violence to keep an evil from occurring, it also mandates that the minimal
amount of violence be used to accomplish one's goal. Conflict is sometimes an essential step in
bringing about a future where all people can live in harmony. This great idea was adopted in
1914, as the ‘War to end wars’ ( Often associated with USA President Woodrow Wilson ).
Archibald Wavell, a future field marshal and viceroy of India, said despondently of the Paris
Peace Conference that followed the First World War, "After the 'war to end war', they seem to
have been in Paris at making the 'Peace to end Peace’. How right he was. Here, in the peace
conference, were laid the seeds of the Second World War. The victor must treat the vanquished
with dignity.
The Jewish tradition is clear that before declaring war, or starting a battle, there must be an
attempt to make peace - any military action without doing this is probably unlawful
(Deuteronomy 20:10). Furthermore this is elaborated on in the Mishnah which tells us (as
Maimonides writes in the Laws of Kings) that before the start of any war we are obliged to
obtain a civilised peace. In other words, war must begin with a vision of the kind of society we
are trying to create after the war - in this case, a situation of peace on the basis for a civilised
life.
As we have commemorated (15th September, this year) Battle of Britain Day, the 80th
anniversary, we are reminded that "Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so
many to so few” (Winston Churchill, 20 August 1940 ). Without their sacrifice, and the sacrifice
of our other armed forces, we, the Jewish people of the United Kingdom would not be here
today to write such words. Sadly, we are reminded that our armed forces, and if necessary
ourselves, must fight for a more civilised life, where all people, whatever their background can
live in harmony.
On 11th November, 11am, let us remember what our armed forces are here for, what sacrifices
they have made on our behalf, and how fortunate we are, to be free to practice our religion.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
some thoughts from Selwyn Goldthorpe

Photo by Selwyn, wire at Auschwitz
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Facebook has explicitly
banned Holocaust
denial for the first time.
The BBC has recently reported that
the social network site, Facebook,
said its new policy prohibits "any
content that denies or distorts the
Holocaust”.
Facebook boss Mark Zuckerberg wrote that he had "struggled with the tension" between free
speech and banning such posts, but that "this is the right balance".
Two years ago, Mr Zuckerberg said that such posts should not automatically be taken down for
"getting it wrong”.
"I'm Jewish and there's a set of people who deny that the Holocaust happened," he told Recode
at the time.
"I find it deeply oﬀensive. But at the end of the day, I don't believe that our platform should take
that down because I think there are things that diﬀerent people get wrong. I don't think that
they're intentionally getting it wrong."
His remarks led to a large public backlash.
But on Monday, as Facebook changed its policies, he wrote that he had changed his mind.
"My own thinking has evolved as I've seen data showing an increase in anti-Semitic violence, as
have our wider policies on hate speech," he wrote in a public Facebook post.
Earlier this year, Facebook banned hate speech involving harmful stereotypes, including antiSemitic content. But Holocaust denial had not been banned.
Facebook's vice-president of content policy, Monika Bickert, said the company had made the
decision alongside "the well-documented rise in anti-Semitism globally and the alarming level of
ignorance about the Holocaust, especially among young people”.
The World Jewish Congress - which had conferred with Facebook on anti-Semitism - welcomed
the move.
"Denying the Holocaust, trivialising it, minimising it, is a tool used to spread hatred and false
conspiracies about Jews and other minorities," the group said in a statement.

Some of the
murdered
victims
spectacles &
shoes. Photos
by Selwyn,
at Auschwitz
museum
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HOW WOULD YOU
SPEND £100 Million?
Past and present Prime Ministers, and 170
MP’s, have backed a plan to spend up to
£100 million on a London Holocaust
Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens, next to
Parliament. At present there is a planning
process, however a leading Reform Judaism
Rabbi, Jonathan Romain, of Maidend
Synagogue, has told the recent planning
application committee that most of British
Jews “feel that if there is to be a museum, let
it be to Jewish life, Jewish culture, Jewish
contribution to wider society … but not to
dead Jews and Jewish victimhood.” He went
on to say there was no point in duplicating
the Holocaust wing at the nearby Imperial
War Museum. The need for a memorial was
debatable. “Britain was not involved in
initiating the Holocaust or assisting in it or
standing by, and so, unlike various European
countries, Britain has no guilt to expunge.”

Photos of the Berlin Holocaust Memorial
from Selwyn Goldthorpe

A museum to Jewish life…
Rabbi Romain said, “The substantial cost of
the proposed memorial … could be better
not victimhood
used. If £100m – or maybe it has now risen
even higher – went into Holocaust education
nationally, rather than a London-centric edifice – that would have far greater impact”. Our own
synagogue member, Harry Kessler, is involved with trying to educate people about the Holocaust,
talking about his family’s narrow escape from the Nazis in mainland Europe, and his own
‘Accidental Life”. Other capital cities around Europe have Holocaust memorials and museums,
however the U.K.provided sanctuary for many Jewish people escaping the Nazi persecution. We
have The Kindertransport memorial outside Liverpool Street Station in London which is a
permanent tribute to the presence of the Kinder in this country.
Toby Simpson, the director of the Wiener Holocaust Library, told the planning inquiry that the
memorial was a “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity” to ensure that victims of the Nazis were
“permanently honoured”, and it was fitting that it be located in a position of the greatest possible
prominence. Such a memorial was “sadly very relevant today” amid a rising tide of intolerance and
prejudice, he said.
What do you think?
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COVID

Religious or belief-based standalone life cycle ceremonies or celebrations
are limited to 6 people if outdoors, and only one household and support
bubble indoors.
It is important that people follow the latest government Guidance.
Cheshire and Merseyside’s Directors of Public Health are encouraging all
residents to play their part by:
• washing your hands;
• avoiding crowds;
• keeping your distance;
• using face coverings;
• staying at home and getting tested if you have symptoms.
The newer measures started from 00:01 hours on Wednesday October 14,
2020 and will be monitored closely and reviewed every four weeks.

The Government has announced that most of the national
measures will be in place until March 2021.

Reform Judaism’s Bereavement Support – many of
you have highlighted the challenges around grieving and bereavement
support whilst ‘social distancing’. Reform Judaism will be starting a
Bereavement Support Group online, for people who have been
bereaved in the last few weeks, and have been unable to attend
the funeral or cremation, or to have a shiva as they would have
wished – please pass this on to people in your community who
have had this experience. This will be a supportive space to
share thoughts and experiences with others who have had similar
experiences.

The group will be facilitated by experienced bereavement counsellors. This will
run from 6th May for an initial period of 4 weeks, every Wednesday from 12.00 – 1.00
on Zoom https://zoom.us/j/97769196348 or you can phone in 01314601196, meeting
ID: 977 6919 6348. Please speak with Sharon at RJ ( sdaniels@rjuk.org) if you wish to
join as that is useful to our organisation of sessions.
Talking about Dying: a gentle, loving space to talk about any concerns surrounding
death. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2.00 – 3.00 -access RJ:TV
See: https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rjtv-online-community-from-reformjudaism/
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FEELING ALONE? LACKING YOUR SYNAGOGUE?

RJ:TV

RJ:TV is Reform Judaism’s interactive
broadcasting platform for these challenging
times. Each day they will provide a range of
interactive programming that you are invited to
join – from daily prayer services and adult
learning sessions to fun for all ages and casual
catch-ups. We can still come together virtually
to share in learning and meaningful interaction.
Click here : https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rjtvonline-community-from-reform-judaism/

Unable to relax?
Feeling stressed?
Feeling low?

Help yourself to feel better
To help you to tackle your problems,
we can offer effective talking therapies
to:

Talk Liverpool

•

Understand why you feel as you
do

working together to
look after your mental
wellbeing.

•

Look at the links between your
feelings,
thoughts, symptoms and
behaviour

•

Find out what you would like to
change

•

Discover new ways of coping
now and in
the future.

0151 228 2300 talkliverpool.nhs.uk
I believe you have to have a Liverpool GP
though I am sure you can be signposted to an
similar service if you are outside their catchment
area.
Best to phone and have a chat or have a confidential
chat with me for further help.
Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe

‘A trouble shared is
a trouble halved’

How can I find out more?
You can self refer by completing
the online referral form available
on their website:
talkliverpool.nhs.uk or call on
0151 228 2300.
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Dear Reform member,
I have had a wonderful experience serving our communities, my rabbinic and
cantorial colleagues and working with a tremendous team at Reform Judaism. A
highlight of my role has been visiting every one of our communities across the
UK and I have learnt so much from our diverse congregations. I feel very
blessed indeed!
I will be starting my PhD in Digital Theology at Durham University - yes, that
really is a thing! I will be looking at the experience of Jewish young adults who
are involved in online communities and seeing how this impacts on their
perception and participation in our in-person community activities. I am also
going to be training leaders in resilience, especially in times of crisis.
Very kindly, Reform Judaism is enabling me to leave in order to start the
academic year in October.
I will be in touch again before my final day in October, and remain committed to
my role as Senior Rabbi for the next few months, particularly during this
challenging time.
Warm regards,

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner

Have your say the editors welcome letters and articles,
though not of a political nature, and reserve the right to edit.
Please send to the Oﬃce or gillygold@yahoo.com
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IT’S YOUR
BIRTHDAY!
MAZELTOV AND ALL OUR BEST WISHES

November
Mina Abram Hebblethwaite
Joanna Barnett
Henry Hipps
Anne Kletz
Lee Stoller

December
Laura Hoskin
Nina Silveston
Marcel Zachariah

The Synagogue, as a Hall, is available for hire if you wish
to have a function room AND there are reduced rates for
Synagogue Members!
To make a booking, please contact the Oﬃce.
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yahrzeits ()יאָרצַײט

during this issue of L’Chayim

November

Yahrzeit candles
are available for
purchase from the
Synagogue.
Memorial plaques
are still available
for the Tree of Life
in the Synagogue.
Please discuss
your needs with
the Synagogue’s

Ivor Brooke - Husband of Joan Brooke
Joe Sefton, Father of Lynne Pavion
Trudi Miller, Mother of Suzy, Roy and
Miranda
Denise Kletz, Mother of Tony Kletz
Dora Lippa, Mother of Paul Lippa
Jean Levine, Mother of Phil Levine
Frank Kessler, Father of Harry Kessler
Trevor Kletz, Father of Tony Kletz
December
Norman Coleman Francis, Fiancee of Gertrude
Knight
Samuel Oleesky, Father of Anne Kletz
Anthony Simon Pavion, Son of Lynne Pavion
Rabbi Sidney Kay, Father of Helen Kay and Truda
Bell.
Samuel Elton, Father of Adele Davis
Alfred Zachariah, Father of Marcel Zachariah
Philip Meek, Father of Valerie Mercer
Andrea Maylott, Wife of Brian Maylott
Sheila Freedman, Wife of Irving Freedman
Isaac Bernstein, Father of Lawrence Bernstein

WE STAND ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS
Without the foresight of those that have gone
before us we would not have a Synagogue. We
owe it to these wonderful people to keep the
Synagogue alive for the next generation.
Please consider making a LEGACY in your will to
the Synagogue ( a registered Charity ).
S&DRS can supply you with details of a number
of local solicitors who are willing to oﬀer advice.
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING
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When being Jewish is important and there is love
In a controversial break with centuries
of tradition, some British Jews will be
permitted to marry non-Jews under a
chuppah,
Liberal Judaism will allow the
pioneering mixed-faith ceremonies
following unanimous support from its
rabbis. The new policy will come into
eﬀect from Simchat Torah, which starts
at sunset on Saturday, 10 October. Until
now in the UK, only two Jewish people
could have a marriage ceremony or
rabbinical blessing under a chuppah.
“This is really significant, but there’s no question there will be controversy over it. A
chuppah is such a distinctive image in a Jewish marriage, and there will be some people
who feel that certain things should be just for Jews,” Rabbi Charley Baginsky told the
Observer.
According to a study in 2016 by the Institute of Jewish Policy Research, more than a
quarter of British Jews who are married or co-habiting have non-Jewish partners.
It found that Jews married to or living with non-Jews had a weaker sense of Jewish
identity. About half of “exogamous” Jews celebrated Jewish festivals with their families,
compared with 93% of “endogamous” Jews; and 11% kept kosher compared with 69% of
Jews married to or living with other Jews.
According to Baginsky, “mixed-faith relationships are a reality. It just depends on whether
you look at that as adding to our community and enhancing it, or whether you look at it as
diluting our community and therefore we need to put more barriers.”

There is still chance to
order your Chanukkah
candles from Israel
using Amazon on-line.
A very reasonable price
including delivery. ( allow 3
weeks!)

Why not support Israel?
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KOSHER FOOD DELIVERIES TO SOUTHPORT
CSDA - Corona Squad Delivery Angels is a nonprofit charitable organisation which has been set
up to pick and deliver groceries and Kosher food.
There is a central ( for Southport, and Liverpool)
address to collect from and a delivery charge of
£25 per group order ( the more you group together
the cheaper the delivery).
The delivery will be alternate Wednesday’s,
initially, though plans are in hand to make this
weekly.
The shops in the scheme are:
Kosher Savers -

Text/WhatsApp 07940 131 615

Email: coronasquadmanchester@gmail.com
Kosher Deli Meats & Chicken
tel 0161 697 4775
As the scheme grows other shops will be
incorporated.
This system will continue when the current
pandemic passes.
We hope those that needed matzah over Pesach received their free delivery and thanks to
Anne Kletz for helping with the deliveries.
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The Southport Rest Home
Choice of long or short stays,
permanent residency
Situated at 81 Albert Road, Southport PR9 9LN

• 24 hour support
• Senior citizens
• Jewish ethos
• Flats and rooms
‘The Home’ from home
24 hour care on site
Lift, wheel chair access
“Good”
Superb Kosher food on site
Rooms at reasonable rates
Large conservatory overlooking park
Synagogue on site.
Enquiries telephone :01704 531975
office@sjah.freeserve.co.uk
The Home is a registered charity Number 1123524 and a Registered Company Number 06368309
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The following kind people have been
elected to serve on the Council of
Southport & District Reform Synagogue

Chairman Chair

Dr Selwyn Goldthorpe

Vice Chair

Gillian Goldthorpe

Honorary Secretary

Fortune Chamberlain

Honorary Treasurer

Tony Kletz

Wardens

Joan Brooke, Susan Fox,
Gillian Goldthorpe

Other members of the Synagogue’s Council :

Marcel Zachariah

Faith Choueke

Neil Chamberlain

Harry Kessler

Anne Kletz

Matt Suher

Trustees : Phil Levine and Marcel Zachariah

‘Let us come together in God’s name and prepare to do God’s will’
from Prayer for Committee Meetings, p 366 Siddur, Forms of Prayer 2008

Phil Levine is also a Trustee of the Synagogue

Southport Reform & District Synagogue is a registered charity, number 227576.
The Synagogue is run predominantly by volunteers, giving hundreds of hours of their time in a year,,
for the Reform Jewish Community and others.
Please be advised that our complaints procedure is available from the Synagogue office.
As a synagogue member should you not wish to receive the membership copy of L’Chayim and wish to
unsubscribe, please e-mail the Synagogue office or send a message via the web site to the Synagogue
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